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FIGURE 2
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1
FUNCTION VARIABLE VALUE
TRANSMITTER, FUNCTION RECEIVER AND
SYSTEM

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation of copending Interna-
tional Application No. PCT/EP2010/070752, filed Dec. 27,
2010, which is incorporated herein by reference in its entirety,
and additionally claims priority from German Application
No. DE 102010000735.8, filed Jan. 7, 2010, which is also
incorporated herein by reference in its entirety.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a function variable value
transmitter, a function receiver and respective systems made
up of the same, such as sensor networks.

Modern wireless “sensor networks” consists of a very large
number of inexpensive assemblies or sensor nodes which are
interconnected via a wireless communication interface. Due
to the wireless network aspect, the same differ significantly
from a mere assembly of sensors, since the associated capa-
bilities regarding cooperation, coordination and collabora-
tion extremely broaden the radius of application.

Compared to conventional data networks, such as the inter-
net, whose primary object is to provide an end-to-end infor-
mation traffic, sensor networks are usually extremely appli-
cation-specific, which means that the same are explicitly
developed and used for fulfilling specific tasks. Examples for
this are, exemplarily, surroundings monitoring, monitoring of
physical phenomenons, building security, quality control, etc.
Compared to the above-mentioned conventional data net-
works, this application driven characteristics of wireless
sense networks necessitates completely new design para-
digms.

In many sensor network applications, a unique receiving
node (access point) sometimes also referred to as collecting
node or central processing unit is not interested in recon-
structing the individual measurement values of the nodes
within the network, but is frequently interested in a desired
function f which depends, linearly or non-linearly, either on
the entirety of all measurement values or on a specific subset.
Desired functions can be, for example, the arithmetic average,
the geometric average, the maximum measurement value, the
minimum measurement value, the harmonic average, a
weighted sum of the measurement data, a number of sensor
nodes that are active within the network, etc.

Thus, it would be desirable to calculate desired linear and
nonlinear functions in wireless sensor networks with as little
energy expenditure as possible for increased network life-
time, heavily reduced complexity, as little coordination as
possible and with simple implementation effort.

In other words, the problem is to transmit function variable
values resulting at function variable value transmitters as
effectively as possible to a function receiver. Based on FIG. 1,
the problem will be illustrated again. FIG. 1 shows exemplar-
ily a sensor network with sensor nodes 10,,10,,10,,...,10,,
10,,,,....,10, as well as a receiving node 12. According to
the sensor network example of FIG. 1, the K sensor nodes
10, ... 10 are spatially arranged around the indicated receiv-
ing node 12 in a distributed manner. It is the object of the
sensor network to reliably calculate the function F(X,
(1), . . ., Xz(1)) at the location of the receiving node, wherein
X, @), ..., X (t) represent the values of the individual sensors
measured at the time t.
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In order to adequately solve the problem of function value
computation, it is possible to strictly separate the processes of
“measurement value transmission” or transmission of func-
tion variable values to the receiver on the one hand and
“function value computation” on the other hand in the wire-
less sensor network of FIG. 1. This means that every sensor
node 10, . . . 10, would transmit its measurement values
information for example in a quantized manner and sepa-
rately as digital bitstream to the receiving node 12. The same
would then reconstruct the respective measurement value
from the individual receive signals and would subsequently
calculate the desired function, for example in an internally
existing microprocessor.

The inherent characteristic of every wireless channel is,
however, the occurrence of interference as soon as different
users simultaneously access common resources, such as
bandwidth and/or transmission time. A separation of the sig-
nals at the receiving node can normally only be realized with
high effort or is not possible at all. For accommodating these
circumstances, in wireless sense networks as the one in FIG.
1, it is possible to use “orthogonalizing” methods, such as
TDMA (Time Division Multiple Access), according to which
a specific transmission time could be allocated to every indi-
vidual sensor node 10,-10,, in which the existing resources
can exclusively be used by the same. It is obvious that such an
approach necessitates a high degree of coordination, in order
to ensure that every node 10,-10, is addressed, is informed
when it is assigned what time slot, etc. The coordination
would have to be taken on by a specific protocol structure
which would provide for the allocation and time synchroni-
zation by respective additional effort, such as signalizing
messages, acknowledgement signals, etc. However, such a
procedure significantly reduces the flexibility and life time of
a sensor network and is hence extremely suboptimal in the
context of function value computation. Additionally, the
transmission characteristics of wireless channels can be sub-
ject to severe time-dependent variations, also referred to as
fading, which necessitate channel estimation at the respective
signal receiver or even at the signal transmitter itself to enable
adequate and reliable signal transmission. This procedure
causes additional effort and associated therewith obviously
also significant energy consumption which has an essential
influence on the network lifetime, especially in sensor net-
works having a large number of nodes.

A further disadvantage of the strict separation between
function variable value transmission according to TDMA on
the one hand and actual function result computation on the
other hand is the extremely limited data rate with regard to
function value computation. This means that with uniform
quantization of each ofthe K measurement values with Q bits,
the receiving nodes can calculate a function value of the
reconstructed data every Q-K time slots at most, which is why
especially for large networks where K is large and/or in the
case of a fine resolution, i.e. Q is large, the waiting cycles are
significant. When a specific protocol structure exists, such as
IEEE Standard 802.15.4, even (Q+R)K time slots are neces-
sitated, wherein R describes the number of bits induced by the
overhead ofthe protocol in every time slot. Consequently, the
receiving node can request a new function value only every
(Q+R)K time slots, which is a very limiting factor, especially
in time critical applications or alarm situations.

Information-theoretical analyses in B. Nazer and M. Gast-
par, “Computation over multiple-access channels,” IEEE
Trans. Inf. Theory, Vol. 53, No. 10, P. 3498-3516, October
2007 have shown, however, that when strictly assuming per-
fect synchronization and perfect channel information at sen-
sor nodes, the interference characteristic of multiple-access
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channels can explicitly be used for calculating linear func-
tions. In particular, this reference suggests to simultaneously
transmit digital function variable values bit by bit or digit by
digit to the receiving node, and to thereby incorporate the
characteristics of the multiple-access channel in the interest-
ing computation of the linear combination of the function
variable values. The inherent characteristic or the mathemati-
cal behavior of the multiple-access channel, which is used
there, consists of forming a linear combination or summation
of the simultaneously transmitted complex-valued transmit-
ting symbols R (1), k=1, ..., K; g=1, . . ., Q, which resulted
from measurement data X, (t) by quantizing, i.e. Q(X,(t))=
Ry (©), - - -, Ry (D) for all k, wherein Q describes any abstract
quantization operator. The output of the wireless multiple-
access channel, when assuming perfect synchronization
between sensor nodes, has the explicit form:

K W
Yo)= " HigDReg(®) + No(),
k=1

g=1..,0Q

wherein H (1) describes the complex channel influence (fad-
ing coefficient) between the kth sensor and the receiving node
during transmission of the qth symbol and N, (t) designates
complex additive receiver noise. Equation (1) specifies again
mathematically the above-mentioned behavior of the mul-
tiple-access channel, namely formation of a linear combina-
tion (summation). Here, it should be noted that q represents a
discrete time parameter not to be mistaken for the excitation
time t.

Thus, the idea of Nazer and Gastpar uses the sum charac-
teristic (1) for calculating linear functions under the condition
of'a certain correspondence between the behavior of the mul-
tiple-access channel (1) and the desired function f(X,(1). . .,
X(1)). Since in this context no steps have to be taken against
the interference influence of the channel, in the ideal case and
in contrast to the TDMA example described above, a new
function value can be initiated from the access point every Q
time slots.

However, the purely information-theoretical consider-
ations of Nazer and Gastpar have a significant disadvantage,
namely the assumption of perfect synchronization between
sensor nodes, which can, especially in large networks, not be
realized at all or only with unreasonably large effort. Thus, in
M. Goldenbaum, S. Stanczak and M. Kaliszan, “On function
computation via wireless sensor multiple-access channels,”
in Proc. IEEE Wireless Communications & Networking Con-
ference (WCNC), Budapest, Hungary, April 2009 a method
has been presented which can do completely without explicit
protocol structure and additionally makes only coarse syn-
chronization requests to the system. In contrast to Nazer and
Gastpar, the idea of the latter article was to let every sensor
node transmit a different sequence of complex values of the
length MeN with a transmit power that depends on the mea-
sured sensor data. Under certain conditions, the powers of the
K sequences add up during transmission via the multiple-
access channel, so that all the receiving node has to do is
merely determine the receive power and to perform some
simple arithmetic computations. For implementation, it is
suggested to use, as the sequences of complex values whose
transmit power is set according to the function variable value
to be transmitted, unit norm sequences of random phases
having a constant magnitude. Thus, synchronization is sig-
nificantly less critical than for Nazer and Gastpar. However,
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this approach also assumes perfect knowledge of complex
channel coefficients describing the channel influence
between the respective sensor node and the receiving node.
Thus, although the synchronization tasks are less critical than
for Nazer and Gastpar, even according to the latter approach,
there remains the high effort for perfect estimation of the
complex channel influence between transmitters and receiv-
ers, and this influence shows in increased power costs for
channel estimation as well as in a reduced functionresult rate.

SUMMARY

According to an embodiment, a function receiver for deter-
mining a function result of a plurality of function variable
values from a plurality of function variable value transmitters
may have: a receiver for receiving, in a channel estimation
phase, a first multiple-access channel signal corresponding,
due to a sum characteristic of a wireless multiple-access
channel, to a summation of constant power signals from the
plurality of function variable value transmitters at the
receiver, wherein the constant power signals are first
sequences of symbols, wherein, for the plurality of function
variable value transmitters, a symbols’ phase varies differ-
ently and randomly, pseudo-randomly or deterministically
with uniform distribution, and a symbols’ magnitude is the
same for the function variable value transmitters and also for
any function variable value transmitter for the respective
symbols, and, in a normal operating phase, a second multiple-
access channel signal corresponding, due to a sum character-
istic of a wireless multiple-access channel, to a summation of
a second plurality of sequences of symbols from the plurality
of function variable value transmitters, wherein, for the plu-
rality of function variable value transmitters, a symbols’
phase varies differently and randomly, pseudo-randomly or
deterministically with uniform distribution, and a symbols’
magnitude is the same for the function variable value trans-
mitters and depends on the respective function variable value
of' the respective function variable value transmitter, over the
multiple-access channel at the receiver; a channel estimator
for detecting a receive power of the first multiple-access
channel signal during a time in which the first sequences of
symbols overlap to acquire a second order statistical moment
describing the multiple-access channel; and a function result
determiner for determining the function result based on a
receive power of the second multiple-access channel signal
and the second order statistical moment.

Another embodiment may have a plurality of function vari-
able value transmitters, wherein each function variable value
transmitter is implemented to transmit a function variable
value together with further function variable values of other
function variable value transmitters over a multiple-access
channel to a function receiver, wherein each function variable
value transmitter is configured to transmit, in a channel esti-
mation phase, in a temporally overlapping manner, a constant
power signal, wherein the constant power signal is a first
sequence of symbols, wherein, for the plurality of function
variable value transmitters, a symbols’ phase varies differ-
ently and randomly, pseudo-randomly or deterministically
with uniform distribution, and a symbols’ magnitude is the
same for the function variable value transmitters and also for
any function variable value transmitter for the respective
symbols so that, due to a sum characteristic of the wireless
multiple-access channel, a summation of the constant power
signals results at a receiver of the function receiver and, in a
normal operating phase, a second sequence of symbols,
wherein a symbols’ phase varies randomly temporally,
pseudo-randomly temporally or deterministically, with uni-
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form distribution, temporally, and a symbols’ magnitude is
the same for the symbols of a respective function variable
transmitter and depends on the respective function variable
value, without channel-dependent pre-distortion and such
that a transmit power of the sequence of symbols depends on
the respective function variable value, and in a temporally
overlapping manner so that, due to a sum characteristic of the
wireless multiple-access channel, a summation of the con-
stant power signals results at the receiver of the function
receiver.

Another embodiment may have a plurality of function vari-
able value transmitters, wherein each function variable value
transmitter is implemented to transmit a function variable
value together with further function variable values of other
function variable value transmitters over a multiple-access
channel to a function receiver, and includes: a channel esti-
mator for estimating a magnitude of a channel influence
between the function variable value transmitter and the func-
tion receiver from a pilot signal transmitted by the function
receiver; and a transmitter for transmitting a sequence of
symbols, wherein a symbols’ phase varies randomly tempo-
rally, pseudo-randomly temporally or deterministically, with
uniform distribution temporally, and a symbols’ magnitude is
the same for the symbols of a respective function variable
value transmitter and depends on the respective function vari-
able value, by pre-distorting the symbols in dependence on an
inverse of the magnitude of the channel influence, but inde-
pendent of a phase of the channel influence, and such that a
transmit power of the sequence of symbols depends on the
function variable value, in a temporally overlapping manner
so that, due to a sum characteristic of the wireless multiple-
access channel, a summation of the second sequences of
symbols results at a receiver of the function receiver.

According to another embodiment, a system may have: a
plurality of inventive function variable value transmitters;
and a function receiver for determining a function result of the
plurality of function variable values from the plurality of
function variable value transmitters, the function receiver
including: a receiver for receiving a first multiple-access
channel signal corresponding to a superposition of constant
power signals of the plurality of function variable value trans-
mitters over the multiple-access channel at the receiver, and a
second multiple-access channel signal corresponding to a
superposition of the plurality of sequences of symbols from
the plurality of function variable value transmitters; a channel
estimator for detecting a receive power of the first multiple-
access channel signal during a time in which the first
sequences of symbols overlap to acquire a second order sta-
tistical moment describing the multiple-access channel; and a
function result determiner for determining the function result
based on a receive power of the second multiple-access chan-
nel signal and the second order statistical moment.

According to another embodiment, a system may have: a
plurality of inventive function variable value transmitters;
and a function receiver for determining a function result of the
plurality of function variable values from the plurality of
function variable value transmitters, the function receiver
having: a receiver for receiving a multiple-access channel
signal corresponding to a summation of the plurality of
sequences of symbols from the plurality of function variable
value transmitters over the multiple-access channel at the
receiver; and a function result determiner for determining the
function result based on a receive power of the multiple-
access channel signal; and a pilot transmitter for transmitting
the pilot signal.

According to another embodiment, a method for determin-
ing a function result of a plurality of function variable values
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from a plurality of function variable value transmitters at a
receiver may have the steps of: receiving, in a channel esti-
mation phase, a first multiple-access channel signal corre-
sponding, due to a sum characteristic of a multiple-access
channel, to a summation of constant power signals from the
plurality of function variable value transmitters over a mul-
tiple-access channel at the receiver, wherein the constant
power signals are first sequences of symbols, wherein, for the
plurality of function variable value transmitters, a symbols’
phase varies differently and randomly, pseudo-randomly or
deterministically with uniform distribution, and a symbols’
magnitude is the same for the function variable value trans-
mitters and also for any function variable value transmitter for
the respective symbols, and, in a normal operating phase, a
second multiple-access channel signal corresponding, due to
a sum characteristic of a multiple-access channel, to a sum-
mation of a plurality of sequences of symbols from the plu-
rality of function variable value transmitters wherein, for the
plurality of function variable value transmitters, a symbols’
phase varies differently and randomly, pseudo-randomly or
deterministically with uniform distribution, and a symbols’
magnitude is the same for the function variable value trans-
mitters and depends on the respective function variable value
of' the respective function variable value transmitter, over the
multiple-access channel at the receiver; detecting a receive
power of the first multiple-access channel signal during a time
in which the first sequences of symbols overlap to acquire a
second order statistical moment determining a statistical
quantity describing the multiple-access channel based on the
first multiple-access channel signal; and determining the
function result based on a receive power of the second mul-
tiple-access channel signal and the second order statistical
moment.

According to another embodiment, a method for operating
a plurality of function variable value transmitters, wherein
each function variable value transmitter is implemented to
transmit a function variable value together with further func-
tion variable values of other function variable value transmit-
ters over a multiple-access channel to a function receiver may
have the steps of: in a channel estimation phase, transmitting
a constant power signal, in a temporally overlapping manner
from every function variable value transmitter, so that the
constant power signal is a first sequence of symbols, wherein,
for the plurality of function variable value transmitters, a
symbols’ phase varies differently and randomly, pseudo-ran-
domly or deterministically with uniform distribution, and a
symbols’ magnitude is the same for the function variable
value transmitters and also for any function variable value
transmitter for the respective symbols so that, due to a sum
characteristic of the wireless multiple-access channel, a sum-
mation of the constant power signals results at a receiver of
the function receiver; and in a normal operating phase, trans-
mitting a second sequence of symbols wherein a symbols’
phase varies randomly temporally, pseudo-randomly tempo-
rally or deterministically, with uniform distribution, tempo-
rally, and a symbols’ magnitude is the same for the symbols of
a respective function variable value transmitter and depends
on the respective function variable value, without channel-
dependent pre-distortion, and such that a transmit power of
the sequence of symbols depends on the function variable
value, and in a temporally overlapping manner so that, due to
a sum characteristic of the wireless multiple-access channel,
a summation of the constant power signals results at the
receiver of the function receiver.

According to another embodiment, a method for operating
a plurality of function variable value transmitters, wherein
each function variable value transmitter is implemented to
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transmit a function variable value together with further func-
tion variable values of other function variable value transmit-
ters over amultiple-access channel to a function receiver, may
have the steps of: estimating a magnitude of a channel influ-
ence between the function variable value transmitter and the
function receiver from a pilot signal transmitted by the func-
tion receiver; and transmitting a sequence of symbols,
wherein a symbols’ phase varies randomly temporally,
pseudo-randomly temporally or deterministically, with uni-
form distribution temporally, and a symbols’ magnitude is the
same for the symbols of a respective function variable value
transmitter and depends on the respective function variable
value, by pre-distorting the symbols in dependence on an
inverse of the magnitude of the channel influence, but inde-
pendent of a phase of the channel influence, and such that a
transmit power of the sequence of symbols depends on the
function variable value, and in a temporally overlapping man-
ner so that, due to a sum characteristic of the wireless mul-
tiple-access channel, a summation of the constant power sig-
nals results at a receiver of the function receiver.

Another embodiment may have a computer program hav-
ing a program code for performing the inventive methods,
when the program runs on a computer.

On the one hand, it is the finding of the present invention
that it is possible to limit a transmitter-side estimation of the
complex channel influence between function variable value
transmitters on the one side and function receivers on the
other side to the estimation of the magnitude of the channel
influence, such that pre-distortion of the symbols of the sym-
bol sequences does depend on an inverse of the magnitude of
the channel influence, but is independent of a phase of the
channel influence, and in particular in that this easing of
channel estimation does not change anything in the central
tendency of the function results transmitted and calculated
via the multiple channel. In other words, it is a finding of the
present invention that easing the channel estimation does not
result in a corruption of the function result.

According to a further aspect of the present application, it
is a finding that it is possible to omit pre-distortion on the side
of the function variable transmitters and instead determine a
statistical quantity on the side of the function receiver
describing the multiple-access channel. For this, it is suffi-
cient when the function variable value transmitters transmit,
in a channel estimation phase, constant power signals via the
multiple-access channel. Thus, the channel estimation effort
is transferred to the function receiver and hence occurs less
frequently, which again reduces the overall energy expendi-
ture. In particular, the same is reduced on the function vari-
able value transmitter side, which particularly advantageous
in applications where the same are autonomous or battery
operated.

According to embodiments of the present invention, the
function receiver does not have only one but a plurality of
antennas, wherein the function result is obtained based on a
sum of receive powers of the second multiple-access channel
at the several antennas. It can be seen that in many fields of
application, this procedure results in a better ratio between
accuracy of the obtained function result on the one hand and
the length of the sequences of symbols and hence the neces-
sitated energy per function result, or the obtainable function
result repeat rate, can be improved for example so much that
also the above implementation with receiver-side channel
estimation based on a superposition of constant power signals
or power signals from the function variable value transmitters
is suitable for applications necessitating high accuracy.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Embodiments of the present invention will be detailed
subsequently referring to the appended drawings, in which:
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FIG. 1 is a schematic illustration of a system of function
variable value transmitters and function receiver according to
an embodiment;

FIG. 2 is a schematic illustration of an embodiment for a
system of function variable value transmitters and function
receiver according to an embodiment, wherein the function
receiver has several antennas;

FIG. 3 is a block diagram for illustrating the usage of a
multiple-access channel for function variable value transmis-
sion and function computation according to an embodiment;

FIG. 4a is a block diagram of a system of function variable
value transmitters and function receiver according to a
detailed embodiment;

FIGS. 45 and ¢ are block diagrams for different embodi-
ments of a function receiver of the system of FIG. 4a;

FIG. 5a is a block diagram of a system of function variable
value transmitters and function receiver according to a further
detailed embodiment;

FIGS. 55 and ¢ are block diagrams for different embodi-
ments of a function receiver of the system of FIG. 5a;

FIG. 6 is graphs for illustrating the usage of several anten-
nas for the case of function receiver-side estimation of the
channel influence across statistical quantities according to the
embodiment of FIG. 5a-c;

FIG. 7 is further graphs for illustrating the result shown in
FIG. 6 for a higher number of function variable value trans-
mitters and a higher number of symbols per symbol sequence;
and

FIG. 8a-f is graphs for illustrating a power comparison
between the case of the simplified estimation of the channel
influence according to the embodiment of FIG. 4a-c with the
case of a separate function variable value transmission by
means of TDMA and subsequent function computation.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

Before the specific details of embodiments of the present
invention will be discussed below, in the following the basic
structure of a system in which the subsequently described
embodiments can be used will be described. FIG. 1 shows
such a system with a plurality of function variable value
transmitters 10,-10, and a function receiver 12. It is the
object of the system to provide a function result at the func-
tion receiver 12, which depends, according to a predefined
and desired function f, on a plurality of function variable
values that are transmitted by the function variable value
transmitters 10,-10, in a temporally overlapping manner,
which will be discussed in more detail below. The summing
characteristic of the multiple-access channel between func-
tion variable value transmitters 10,-10, on the one side and
function receiver 12 on the other side is used as part of the
function result computation. The influence of the possibly
temporally changing channel influence of the multiple-access
channel on the transmit signals from the function variable
value transmitters 10,-10, to the function receiver 12 are
defined in FIG. 1 by H, (t)-H(t) for the K individual distances
and is complex-valued in that it influences both phase and
magnitude of the individual transmit signals. In a first
approximation, the channel influence H; . . . p(t) can be
estimated with a complex-valued number for the individual
distances between a respective function variable value trans-
mitter and the function receiver 12.

The system of FIG. 1 can be, for example, a sensor net-
work, which in other words can mean that the function vari-
able values provided by the function variable value transmit-
ters 10,-10,. as function variables for calculating the function
results can be sensor values, such as temperature values,
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pressure values, humidity values, acceleration values, etc.
However, the present invention is not limited to sensor net-
works and hence the function variable values can also be
different data, for example simulated data or data provided
otherwise. In the following, in a simplified manner, it is
sometimes assumed that it is a sensor network, wherein these
passages are then obviously not to be interpreted in a limiting
manner, but merely serve for easier understanding. The func-
tion variable values to be transmitted and to be used for
calculating the function result are indicated in FIG. 1 by
X, (1)-Xg(1), while the function result itself is indicated by
Y(t), wherein the time parameter t expresses that both the
function variable values and the channel influence can be
temporally varying quantities.

FIG. 2 shows an embodiment of a system according to FIG.
1 for the case that the function receiver 12 comprises a plu-
rality of antennas 14a-14n,, whereas here the function vari-
able transmitters each comprise exemplarily only one
antenna 16. As will be discussed in more detail below, the
portions received at the several antennas 14a-14n; will be
converted separately into receive powers, such as, for
example, in integrated form, as receiving energies, which are
again summed to obtain the function result based on the sum.
Processing the receive power sum will be discussed in more
detail below, but provides, for example, according to an
embodiment described below with reference to FIG. 5a-c,
broadly speaking, receiving-side correction of the channel
influence by means of a statistical value, which is to describe
the channel influence and is obtained based on constant power
signals transmitted by the function transmitters in a time
overlapping manner, correction of the receiver noise by sub-
traction as well as post-processing for adapting the multiple-
access channel function characteristics to the desired func-
tion. In FIG. 2, some quantities indicated in FIG. 1 by capital
letters are indicated by lower case letters, such as the function
variable values to be transmitted and underlying the function
result, by X, . .. (1) and the complex channel influence by
hy .1 ... x(t)fortherespective ng K distances between the
antennas 16 of the function variable value transmitters 10, on
the one side and the n, antennas of the function receiver 12 on
theotherside,andy, _,, (t)indicates the individual receiving
portions at the individual antennas 14a-14n.

In the following, without limiting the generality, the case is
considered that the function receiver 12 comprises n anten-
nas. However, this is merely in view of the fact that consid-
ering this case also covers the case that the function receiver
12 comprises merely one antenna, i.e. nz=1. Here, it is advan-
tageous when the function receiver 12 comprises merely one
antenna, when the pre-distortion is performed on the function
transmitter side, since then channel estimation phases have to
be sacrificed merely for this one antenna, and also only a
normal operating phase with pre-distortion is necessitated for
the one receiving antenna at the transmitters and, vice versa,
in the case of the receiving side channel estimation and cor-
rection as discussed below, the provision of several antennas
is advantageous for increasing the quality of the function
result. Thus, regarding the antenna number, the following
embodiments are not to be seen in a limiting sense. Details
regarding the internal structure and the mode of operation of
the function variable value transmitters 10,-10,- on the hand
and the function receiver 12 on the other hand, as well as their
cooperation, will only be discussed later on below. First, an
attempt is made to motivate and describe the main aspects of
the individual embodiments consisting of the fact that in first
embodiments, the function variable value transmitter side
channel estimations are limited to the magnitude of the chan-
nel influence, while the phase of the channel influence is not
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considered in the pre-distortion, and in second embodiments,
the channel estimation is performed on the function receiver
side, based on constant power signals that are transmitted by
the function variable value transmitters in a time overlapping
manner via the multiple-access channel, and used, by apply-
ing predetermined assumptions on the function receiver side,
to determine a statistical quantity describing the multiple-
access channel.

The approach underlying the embodiments described
below consists, first of all, in mapping the sensor data
X; . . . z(t) to a real-valued transmit power or in using them as
real-valued transmit power by which the individual transmit-
ting nodes 10,-10, transmit randomly generated complex-
valued sequences s,(t)=(S,, (1), . . ., S;,At)7 of the length M.
The complex elements or symbols S, (1), k=1, . . ., K;
m=1, ..., Mhave, for example, the magnitude 1AVM and can
have, for example, an uniformly distributed phase in the inter-
val [0,27), which can, for example, be statistically indepen-
dent for all k and m. The latter measure does not effect
orthogonality between the individual symbol sequences of
the individual function variable value transmitters 10,-10,,
but effects decorrelation between function variable values
X, ... {t) on the one hand and superposition of the same via
the multiple-access channel on the receiver 12 on the other
hand. This has the advantage that no precise symbol and
phase synchronization of the sensor nodes 10,-10, to one
another and relative to the receiving node 12 is necessitated to
ensure constructive superposition of the transmit signals at
the receiving node 12, but a coarse block synchronization has
to be ensured merely in large time intervals, which is suffi-
cient for the symbol sequences of the transmitters 10,-10, to
overlap for a sufficient time during which the receiving node
12 determines the receive power, which makes the embodi-
ments described below very robust against synchronization
errors. For extending the magnitude of functions that can be
calculated with the help of the wireless multiple-access chan-
nel, at the individual transmitting nodes 10,-10,, adequate
pre-processing functions ¢, can be used, which have an effect
on the measurement data X,(t), i.e. ¢, (X,(1)), wherein vice
versa the receiving node 12 can use an allocated post-process-
ing function ), which is applied to the output of the multiple-
access channel, i.e. (Y (1)), n=1, .. ., ng. Here, as stated, in
the case of more than one receiving antenna 14a-14n,, the
output of the multiple-access channel corresponds, to the
receive signal at every individual antenna 14a-14n. These
pre- and post-processing functions can be selected, depend-
ing on the desired function f, such that they all in all match the
multiple-access channel to the desired function f, or perform
a respective transform. Qualitatively, this context is illus-
trated in FIG. 3. The function variable or sensor values x(t) are
mapped by the pre-processing function 20, namely ¢, to ¢p(x
(1)), before the same are transmitted as transmit power via the
multiple-access channel 18, wherein the resulting multiple-
access channel signal y(t) is supplied to the post-processing
function 22, namely 1, at the receiver 14, which leads to the
desired result, i.e. Y(y(t)) equal to f applied to x(t) of all
function variable value transmitters. The transformations 20,
18 and 22 connected in series are referred to as matched
channel 24. It should be noted that by transformations 20 and
22 also a plurality of nonlinear functions f can be calculated.
Thus, FIG. 3 illustrates that it is possible to match the natural
mathematical channel characteristic of the multiple-access
channel 18 to the mathematical characteristic of the desired
function f by pre- and post-processing functions ¢ and ).

Since transmit powers are strictly positive, embodiments
provide for the fact that the respective transmit power of the
node k, i.e. ¢, is higher than or equal to 0 for all excitation
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times t and especially for all possible measurement values X,
k=1...,K,byanadditional, for example bijective or uniquely
reversible function g, which is applied in the sequence of F1G.
3 prior to ¢ to x(t). For ensuring this, the function g should be
selected such that it transforms the measurement values X,
prior to pre-processing with ¢, i.e. g(X,(t))=R.(1), that the
boundary condition ¢,(R,(t))>0 is fulfilled. Further, a con-
stant >0 can be introduced into the signal processing chain
according to FIG. 3, for example between blocks 20 and 18,
such that by means of this multiplicative constant the com-
pliance with strict transmit power constraints at the sensor
nodes is provided, i.e. the compliance with a-¢(R.(1))<P,, .-
In other words, when, for example, the sensor nodes 10,-10,-
are limited by a maximum transmit power P, . a can be
selected such that basically 0<a,(g(X.(1)))=<P applies. The
above-described measures are reversed on the receiving side.
Forthe case of using the factor a at the function variable value
transmitters, this value a should be known at the receiving
node 12. Additionally, a should be independent of k or the
same for all function variable transmitters 10,-10,. In that
way, the function receiver can reverse the influence of . on
the function result value. The same applies to the above-
described measure for adapting the definition range of the
function variable values at the definition range of the mul-
tiple-access channel 18—only positive transmit powers. The
function receiver 12 applies the reverse function g™* to the
output result of the transformation 22, i.e. ¢, which leads to
the desired result, i.e. the function result value of the function
f applied to the function variable values X,.

The above complete signal processing chain described
subsequent to the discussion of FIG. 3 will be used in the
embodiments of FIGS. 4a-c and 5a-c¢ described below. In
specific cases of application with specific desired functions
and specific range of values for the variables, the signal pro-
cessing chain can be limited to transmission via the multiple-
access channel.

In other words, FIG. 3 shows a possible complete signal
processing chain for the system of FIG. 1 or 2 for the case that
the channel influence of the multiple-access channel on the
individual channels between the individual transmitting
nodes 10,-10, on the one side and the receiving node 12 on
the other side is of no importance. Again, in other words, FI1G.
3 assumed that the multiple-access channel 18 merely com-
prises the sum characteristic to be used but does not influence
the individual signals of the function variable value transmit-
ters 10,-10, beyond that. This assumption would be justified
if this channel influence were completely known or for the
case of perfect complex channel knowledge. This perfect
complex channel knowledge could, for example, be used at
the sensor nodes 10,-10, to pre-distort or multiply the trans-
mit signals passing the multiple-access channel 18 by the
inverse of the complex channel influence, whereby the influ-
ence of the multiple-access channel 18 would be limited to
summation. However, as described in the introductory part of
the description of the present application, the estimation of a
complex channel influence including magnitude and phase is
an expensive matter, and thus, simplifying the channel esti-
mation is of enormous significance. The embodiments of
FIGS. 4a.c and 5a-c achieve this objective.

Both embodiments, i.e. the one of FIG. 4a-c as well as the
one of FIG. 5a-c, are able to explicitly use the wireless mul-
tiple-access channel for calculating desired functions. The
influence of the channel does not remain unconsidered, how-
ever, according to these embodiments, no perfect complex-
valued channel information is necessitated, neither at the
sensor nodes nor at the receiving node.
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According to the embodiment of FIG. 4a-c, the fact is used
that the sum characteristic of the channel is not only advan-
tageous for function computation but also has an advanta-
geous effect on measures against fading effects. It turns out
and will be mathematically derived below that due to the fact
that the measurement value information or the variable values
are encoded as transmit power, the sensor nodes do not have
to estimate the complete complex-valued channel influence,
such as the complete complex channel coefficient, for pre-
distortion, which would again necessitate a sensitive and very
expensive phase estimation, but merely the magnitude h,(t)l
of the channel influence or coefficient between the k-th node
and the receiving antenna for inverting, by the same, the
channel prior to transmission. This is again independent of
the respective statistic of the channels. In the specific appli-
cation or the specific embodiment which will be described
with reference to FIG. 4a-c, this means that the receiving
node can initiate a function value transmission based on a
known pilot sequence, which the sensor nodes use at the same
time for adequately estimating the magnitudes of the respec-
tive channel influence or the magnitudes of the channel coef-
ficients between the individual distances. Subsequently,
every transmitter inverts the transmission channel during
transmission not only with the complex coefficient 1/h,(t), but
merely with 1/1h,(t)l, which again drastically reduces effort,
complexity and energy requirements for channel estimation.
The combined residual error caused by squaring in the func-
tion receiver which will be discussed in more detail below and
which is, broadly speaking, used for estimating the receive
power on the receiving side, continues to be without averages
despite simplifying the channel estimation. This means that
despite this simplification, the residual error still has an aver-
age of 0, so that no loss is suffered with regard to the estima-
tion power.

Since the receiving node is interested in the function f and
not in the reconstruction of the individual measurement val-
ues, the same has, at the output of the multiple-access chan-
nel, merely access to a noisy linear combination of the trans-
mit signals into which the measurement values are encoded as
transmit power. Thus, it would actually be impossible to
correct the fading influences of the channel on the receiving
side, at the receiver 12 in the context of function computation,
and correspondingly, in the embodiment of FIG. 4a-c, as
mentioned above, the channel is also inverted prior to trans-
mitting a symbol or a transmit signal from every transmitting
node. However, according to the embodiment of FIG. 5a-c,
the channel estimation effort is reduced further. For this, the
specific sum structure of the wireless multiple-access channel
and the long term statistic of the channel coefficients is con-
sidered. It turns out and will also be mathematically derived
below that with a rising number of antennas ng, rising number
of nodes or number of transmitting nodes K as well as a
specific assumption an the statistic distribution of the fading
coefficients over time, channel estimation at sensor nodes can
even be completely omitted. Instead, according to the
embodiments of FIG. 5a-c, a very easily realizable correction
of the cannel influence is performed on the receiving side or
at the receiver 12 by determining, for correcting the channel
influence, a statistical quantity of constant power signals of
the transmitting nodes transmitted in an overlapping manner.
For example, according to the embodiment of FIG. 5a-c, after
squaring (||.|[*), division by off 0,Iu,1* is performed. In such
fading environments, the channel estimation effort is reduced
to the simple task of determining a corresponding statistic
quantity, such as merely the second order moment, i.e. o,,°+
lugl?. In fading scenarios where o +p,l*=1 holds true,
channel estimation might even be completely omitted.
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After the basic mode of operation of embodiments of the
present invention has been outlined above, detailed embodi-
ments for a system of function variable transmitters and func-
tion receiver will be described with reference to FIGS. 4a-c¢
and Sa-c. Here, FIG. 4a-c shows an embodiment for a system
with transmitter-side channel estimation and pre-distortion of
the transmit signals, while FIG. 5a-c provides further simpli-
fication of the channel estimation effort in that the channel
estimation—if necessitated at all—is transferred to the
receiving side, where one or several statistic quantities, which
describe the channel influence, are determined from a super-
position of constant power signals from the function variable
value transmitters.

It should be noted that in the embodiment of FIG. 4a-c the
receiver merely comprises one antenna, such that merely one
pilot signal is necessitated for the function transmitters being
able to estimate, based on the same, the channel on the trans-
mitter side, as will be described in more detail, and such that
in the common temporally overlapping transmission by the
function transmitters all can pre-distort specifically to the
same single receiving antenna. Obviously, a procedure would
be possible according to which pilot signals can be transmit-
ted from individual antennas of the function receiver in a time
sequential manner and the superimposed transmission is
repeated n; times—each time with a different pre-distortion
at the transmitters, which is individual for each receiving
antenna—but the organizational effort would be far higher.
Related to the nomenclature of FIG. 2, this means that
in the embodiment of FIG. 4, merely channel influences
h, , . x7h,  gareto be considered.

Thus, FIG. 4a-c shows a system 28 having a plurality 30 of
function variable value transmitters or function transmitters
30,-30,, each connected in a wireless communicative man-
ner to a function receiver 32 of the system 28 via a common
multiple-access channel 31. The multiple-access channel 31
is a wireless multiple-access channel, such as aradio channel,
and has, as described above, a sum characteristic indicated by
reference number 33 in FI1G. 4. More accurately, the multiple-
access channel 31 has the characteristic to influence simulta-
neously transmitted transmit signals from the function trans-
mitters 30, -30, individually according to a complex channel
influence hy(t) . . ., or he(t) (cf. 334-33K) and then to sum the
same on the receiving side at the receiving antenna 34,,
wherein as indicated in FIG. 4 by reference number 35,, a
receiver noise n,(t) is added upon reception. Again in other
words, the multiple-access channel 31 influences signals
simultaneously transmitted at the antenna 36,-36, on their
way to the receiving antenna 34,, by receiving, at the antenna,
a sum of the receiver noise n,(t) on the one hand and the sum
33 of the transmit signals of the respective function receiver
30, multiplicatively influenced by the respective complex
channel influence h,(t) on the other hand.

Internally, every function transmitter 30, -30, has the same
structure, which is why, in the following, the description and
the reference numbers will be limited to the function trans-
mitter 30,, but obviously apply analogously to the other func-
tion transmitters. The function transmitter 30, includes a
channel estimator 38 for estimating a magnitude of the com-
plex channel influence h,,(t) between function transmitter 30,
and function receiver 32. Further, the function transmitter 30,
includes a transmitter 40 for transmitting a sequence of sym-
bols, wherein a symbols’ phase varies randomly temporally,
pseudo-randomly temporally or deterministically, with uni-
form distribution, temporally, and a symbols’ magnitude is
the same for the symbols in dependence on the function value
x,(1) to be transmitted and contributing to the function result,
by pre-distorting the symbols depending on the inverse of the
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magnitude of the channel influence, but independent of a
phase of the channel influence.

Apart from the antenna 36, i.e. the interface to the mul-
tiple-access channel 31, the transmitter 40 includes an input
42 for the function value x, (t) to be transmitted and to be used
as the function variable for the function result. In between, the
transmitter 410 includes internally, connected in series, in the
order stated below, a definition range adapter 44, a pre-pro-
cessing transformer 46, a transmit power adjuster 48 for
ensuring the compliance with maximum power specifications
for the transmitter 40, a root extractor 50, a pre-distorter 52
and a symbol sequence generator 54 for generating the above
described symbol sequences by using the output signal of the
pre-distorter 52 as amplitude for the symbol sequences.

On the other hand, according to the embodiment of FIG.
4b, the function receiver 32 includes, in connection with the
antenna 34,, a pilot transmitter 56 as well as function result
determiner 58. The function result determiner 58 is connected
between the antenna 34, acting as interface to the multiple-
access channel 31, and an output 62 of the function receiver
32 where the function result f is output. Internally, the func-
tion result determiner 58 includes a series connection of a
power estimator 64, a processor 66, the function of which will
be discussed in more detail below, a receive power level
adjuster 68, a post-processing transformer 70 and a definition
range readapter 72, which are connected in series in the stated
order between interface 34, on the one side and output 62 on
the other side.

After the structure of the system 28 has been described
above, the exact mode of operation of the individual blocks
and their cooperation will be discussed below. As already
frequently mentioned above, the function transmitters 30, -
30, encode their respective function values x, -X, as transmit
power. For this, the symbol sequence generators 54 generate
sequences of complex symbols, wherein the symbols’ phase
varies randomly temporally, especially randomly temporally
in a mutually independent manner. Randomness can be gen-
erated by a real random number generator not illustrated in
FIG. 4a. However, pseudo-randomness is completely suffi-
cient. Thus, each of the function transmitters 30,-30, could
include an individual pseudo number random generator, each
providing different or at least temporally varying random
number sequences. A less advantageous case would be that
the symbol sequence generators 54 of the function transmit-
ters 30,-30, provide sequences of symbols, each comprising
a deterministic phase response within the respective symbol
sequence, such that the phase of a respective symbol sequence
varies in time deterministically with a uniform distribution
between all possible phases between 0 and 2m, wherein the
symbol sequences are again different to each other and advan-
tageously even orthogonal, but then the advantage with
regard to loosening the demands on synchronization within
the system 28, already mentioned above and discussed in
more detail below, would be lost. Thus, in the following it is
assumed that these are symbol sequences with a random or
pseudorandom time varying phase within the symbol
sequence and that a statistical independence of the phase
response between the individual function transmitters 30, -
30, exists.

As will be shown further below, with increasing number of
the symbols per symbol sequence, the accuracy of the func-
tion result at the output 62 of the function receiver 32
increases. The amplitude of the symbol sequence and hence
the transmit power of the symbol sequence is adjusted by the
symbol sequence generator 54, each in dependence on the
respective function value at the input 42. For this, the function
value is at first adapted such that as described with reference
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to FIG. 3, the summation 33 by the multiple-access channel
31 results in the desired function f. In particular, the defini-
tion range adapter 44 applies the function g, mentioned above
with reference to FIG. 3, to the function value at the input 42,
wherein the result r,(t) is again transformed by the pre-pro-
cessing transformer 46 by the function ¢, also mentioned with
reference to FIG. 3. The transmit power adjuster 48 multiplies
the result of the pre-processing transformer 46 with a value o
(cf. FIG. 3), so that the transmit power setting depending on
the function variable value at the input 42 cannot lead to
exceeding a specific maximum transmit power of the respec-
tive function transmitter. The factor a is the same for all
function transmitters 30,-30,. The same applies also to the
function g and can also apply to the pre-processing function
¢,-¢x Finally, the result of the transmit power adjuster 48 is
subject to root extraction by the root extractor 50, since the
function value is to be encoded as transmit power at the input
42. The value obtained in that manner is then pre-distorted
with the magnitude of the respective complex channel influ-
ence, as it is provided by the channel estimator 38. The
magnitude of the complex channel influence is, for example,
a scalar, namely the magnitude of a complex number whose
phase describes the phase shift between function receiver 32
and respective function transmitter 30, effected by the mul-
tiple-access channel 31, but is disregarded by the pre-distorter
52, and whose magnitude describes the respective signal
weakening by the multiple-access channel. The mathematical
justification that the omission or disregard of the phase does
not alter the correctness of the subsequent result at the output
62 will be provided below.

Pre-distorted in that manner, the amplitude value obtained
from the function variable value at the input 42 is used as
amplitude of the symbols of the symbol sequence s, (t), which
will then be handed to the multiple-access channel 31 via the
interface 36, or the antenna 36, simultaneously with the
respective other symbol sequences of the other function trans-
mitters. The simultaneity necessitates no high-precision syn-
chronization between function transmitters 30, to 30. For
example, the function transmitters 30, -30, operate merely in
an accuracy synchronized to one another, such that a standard
deviation of the start times of the temporally overlapping
symbol sequences of these transmitters 30 is smaller than a
symbol period of the sequence of symbols.

In the multiple-access channel 31, the individual transmit-
ted symbol sequences experience different complex channel
influences on the way to the antenna 34, of the function
receiver 32, namely h, (t), for example, for the first function
transmitter 36,. The sum 33 of the same reaches the antenna
with the additively added receiver noise nyt). The receive
signal y,(t)=y(t) obtained in that way will then be examined
as regards to its receive power on the receiving side in the
respective receive power determiner 64, for example by
squaring and integrating the receive signal across a time
period of the numbers of symbols or a slightly shorter time,
such as a time period reduced by a symbol time period, for
example continuously by means of a squarer and integrator or
by sampling the complex baseband signal with subsequent
squaring and summing of the complex samples. Due to the
character of the symbol sequences and the receiving side
squaring it becomes obvious that the central tendency or
expected value, such as the average value of the receive power
determined by the determiner 64 remains unaffected, apart
from the additive receiver noise n(t), by the transmitting side
simplification in channel estimation in the pre-distorters 52 or
channel estimators 38, or is uncorrelated to the phase or phase
influence of the channel influence in the individual channels
of the multiple-access channel 31.
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In the present embodiment, in the processing unit 66, the
receive power determined by the determiner 64 is corrected
for the receiver noise of the receiver stage by subtracting the
receiver noise variance. Then, the subsequent modules 68, 70
and 72 reverse the transmitter side measures in blocks 44, 46
and 48, as already described with reference to FIG. 3, to
obtain a result .

Before the next embodiment will be described, some gen-
eralization options will be briefly discussed. Obviously, it is
not necessitated that units 44 and 72 are provided. For
example, the possible range of values of the incoming func-
tion variable values X,-X, can already be matched to the
allowed range. Additionally, the separation into functions g
and ¢, ory and g~" is not mandatory, but the two functions can
also be merged with one another. The same applies to opera-
tions 48, 50 or 68 and 66. Applying the factor o on the
transmitting side or 1/a on the receiving side can also be
omitted when exceeding a maximum transmit power is inher-
ently excluded by the nature or range of values of the function
variable values to be transmitted.

The above description describes the process of transmit-
ting a set of function variable values X, -X,- on the path of the
temporally overlapping transmission of symbol sequences
with respectively adjusted amplitude or transmit power. How
the function transmitters 30 can be synchronized and how the
channel estimators 38 of the same can perform channel esti-
mation to the antenna 34, will be discussed below. The pilot
transmitter 56 could be implemented to transmit a pilot signal
reaching the individual function transmitters 30,-30. via the
multiple-access channel 31 on respective return paths. By
means of this pilot signal, the channel estimators 38 will then
estimate the magnitude of the respective channel influence. In
particular, it is for example possible that the pilot transmitter
56 uses intermittently occurring channel estimation phases
for transmitting a pilot signal at the antenna. Then, the chan-
nel estimators 38 of the function transmitters estimate in the
intermittently occurring channel estimation phases, the mag-
nitude of the complex channel influence of the multiple-
access channel 31 to the antenna 34, of the function receiver
32, i.e. one channel influence magnitude each. Via these
sequential pilot signals, the function transmitters 30 can also
synchronize to a common time base, wherein, as mentioned
above, the accuracy of the synchronization does not need to
be great.

With reference to FIGS. 4a and 4b, an embodiment has
been described where the receiving node has an antenna and
pre-distortion of the channel has been performed with esti-
mated magnitudes Ih,(t)l, k=1, ..., K. The receiver type used
according to FIG. 45 provided the processing unit 66 at a
position within the signal chain of the function value deter-
miner 58 after receive power determination and prior to mod-
ules 68-72 for definition range readaption, function post-
processing and receive power level adjustment. Another
receiver type would also be possible for FIG. 4a and will be
discussed below with reference to FIG. 4c. Which of the two
receiver types should be used in a respective system can
depend, for example, on the respective desired function f
(x,(1), ..., Xz (1). The type according to FIG. 45 and the type
according to FIG. 4¢ described below differ merely by the
position of the processor 66 in the signal processing chain of
the function result determiner 58. As described above, the
processing unit 66 takes measures for communicating spe-
cific statistical characteristics, such as unbiasedness, to the
function estimation f. In dependence on the desired function
¥, the position of the processing unit 66 makes a difference. If
the desired function consists, for example, of the computation
of an arithmetic average according to
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1 K
FO@. e xk@) = 2 50,
k=

then the unbiased estimator for this function is given, for
example by

N 1
Fa, ... ,xk(z)):g’l(w(—(lly(z)llz -0y ]]]
@ processing unit

wherein 0,7 is the noise variance at the antenna 34, known to
the function receiver 32, and y(x)=x holds true. It can be seen
in the equation that for this desired function, namely the
arithmetic average, the function receiver 32 should be of the
type according to FIG. 44, so that the subtractively performed
correction by the processing unit 66 on the receiving noise
determined by the module 64 takes place analytically at the
respective position. Here, the processing unit 66 merely has
the task of subtracting the noise power o, from the result of
the norm operation (||.|]*).

However, it would also be possible that the desired function
corresponds, for example, to the geometric average f(x,
), . .., X O)=IT,_, 5x, (1)), In this case, an asymptotic
unbiased estimator for this function would have the following
form:

P et = o o) ———
Efy{ oo}

processing unit

the expected value of n(t)” n(t) and

Y(x) = ak,

a>1 randomly. Here, it can be seen that the function receiver
according to FIG. 4¢ should be used, wherein namely in
contrast to the type according to FIG. 45, the processing unit
66 is not arranged between power adjuster 68 and receive
power determiner 64, but between output 62 and the defini-
tion range readapter 72. Here, the processor 66 performs a
multiplication with the factor

Efu( nonco))

wherein this expected value, as known to the function
receiver, has, for example, been stored in advance.

In the following, the embodiment of FIG. 5a-¢ will be
described. Elements that are equal to the ones shown in FIG.
4 will be provided with the same reference numbers in FIG.
5a-c, and a repeated description of the same is omitted for
preventing repetitions. Rather, the following description con-
centrates on the differences to the embodiments of FIG. 4a-c.
As has already been stated in the description of FIG. 4a-c,
contrary to the embodiments of FIG. 4a-c, in the system 88 of
FIG. 5a-c, no channel estimation takes place in the function
transmitters 30,-30,.. Accordingly, the channel estimators 38
are missing in the function transmitters 30,-30 as well as the
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pre-distorters in the signal chain between function variable
value input 42 and multiple-access channel interface 36,. In
normal operating phases, the function transmitters 30,-30 . of
the system 88 of FIG. 5 rather transmit their respective sym-
bol sequences without pre-distortion with random phase with
an amplitude resulting at the output of the respective root
extractor 50. The sum characteristic of the multiple-access
channel 31 obviously occurs several times, as indicated by the
superscript indices 1 . . . n, in the sigma signs, as well as the
addition 35, . .. 35,z and the complex channel influencing on
each ofthe distances between the ny antennas 34, . .. 34, and
the K transmitting antennas 36, .. .36.

In the embodiment of FIG. 5a-¢ compared to the embodi-
ment of FIG. 4a-c, several antennas or several receiving
antennas 34,-34, , are provided on the side of the function
receiver 32, wherein obviously, as described above, ny could
also be 1, wherein, however, it is assumed in the following
that nz=1. For every antenna 34,-34, 5, the function receiver
32 comprises, apart from a respective receiving amplifier with
the respective receiver noise n, . .. 1, z, notillustrated in FI1G.
5a-c as well as in FIG. 4a-c for clarity reasons, a respective
receive power determiner 64,-64, .. which determines a
receive energy, and hence a measure for a receive power of the
receive signal at the respective antenna 34,-34, 5, for example
by squaring the magnitude and integrating the receive signal.
Alternatively, instead of a squarer followed by an integrator,
a sampling member can be used, which samples the complex
baseband signal at the input of the function receiver, and
which is followed by the squarer and summer for summing
squared samples. The receive powers at the antennas 34, -
34, determined in that manner are summed up at a summer
80 and serve as a basis for subsequent further processing
starting, according to the receiver type version of FIG. 55,
with a receive power level adjuster 68' modified compared to
the embodiment of FIGS. 4b and 4¢, which namely multiplies
the summed receive power not only by 1/a, but here exem-
plarily divides it also by the number of antennas ng. In the
signal chain of the antennas 34,-34,, to the output 62, a
channel distorter 82, the processor 66, the post-processing
transformer 70 and the definition range readapter 72 follow
the modified receive power level adjuster 68' in the stated
order.

The channel estimation is performed on the receiving side
according to the embodiment of FIG. 5a. For this, the func-
tion transmitters transmit, in intermittently occurring channel
estimation phases, constant power signals, such as each of the
function transmitters 30,-30, a signal with a power which is
the same for all transmitters 30,-30,.. The constant power
signals are transmitted by the function transmitters 30,-30in
a time overlapping manner, for example in the context of
synchronization accuracy simultaneously, wherein the syn-
chronization accuracy can be reduced, as in the embodiment
of FIG. 4a-c. Thus, caused by the characteristics of the mul-
tiple-access channel 31, a summed superposition of the indi-
vidual constant power signals amended with the respective
complex channel influence plus the respective receiver noise
n, (1) for the respective n-th antenna 34, results in the antennas
34,-34n,. The function receiver 32 has no pilot transmitter
but a channel estimator 90. The channel estimator 90 is pro-
vided to estimate, from a multiple-access channel signal
received in the channel estimation phase, a statistical quantity
to be specified in more detail below, which statistically
describes the channel influence of the multiple-access chan-
nel 31 and to output this quantity to the function result cal-
culator 58. The distorter 82 receives, from the channel esti-
mator 90, from the above-mentioned statistical quantity for
describing the channel influence, information on how the
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averaged receive power value output by the module 68' is to
be distorted and passes the result onto the processing unit 66.
The processing unit 66 again performs, in the normal operat-
ing phase, the correction of the determined receive power
with the respective receiver noise, already described with
reference to FIG. 4a-c. Already before that, the channel dis-
torter 82 has provided a correction of the averaged receive
power with the inverse of the channel influence. In other
words, the channel distorter 82, based on the statistical quan-
tity provided by the channel estimation 90, inverts the influ-
ence of the multiple-access channel 31 on the central ten-
dency of the determined receive power averaged across the
receiving antennas again, or balances the same. Details in this
regard will be provided below. Here, it could also become
clear that this correction of the channel influence can even be
omitted in cases where the multiple-access channel 31 com-
prises specific particular characteristics. In the present
embodiment, the channel estimator 90 performs its channel
estimation based on the averaged receive power value, cor-
rected by 1/a transmit power, and does so intermittently in the
intermittently occurring channel estimation phases. For this,
the channel estimator 90 directs the channel receiver 82 in the
channel estimation phases to leave the arrival of the averaged
receive power signal uninfluenced, and the channel estimator
90 is connected to the output of the channel distorter via a
switch 84 which provides a connection of the output of the
channel distorter 82 to the input of the channel estimator 90 in
the channel estimation phases, and, in the normal operation
phases, for an application, for example of a zero signal to the
inputs of the channel estimator 90. The channel estimator 90
estimates, based on the incoming averaged receive power
signal, statistical quantities describing the channel influence
of the multiple-access channel 31, and applies a respective
value inverting this channel influence across the normal oper-
ating phases to the channel distorter 82, so that the same
inverts the channel influence. For example, estimating merely
includes detecting the incoming receive energy or power
averaged across the receiving antennas in the case of the
multiple-access signal in the channel estimation phase which
corresponds to a superposition of transmit signals of constant
power that is especially equal between transmitters 30, since
the detected or sampled average energy or power of the trans-
missions at the receiving antenna corresponds to the statisti-
cal second order moment. Details will be described below.

In the system of FIG. 54, in contrast to the system of FIGS.
4a, b, the channel transmitters will not act to perform pre-
distortion of the channel. Pre-distortion of the channel at the
function transmitters is not possible in the case of FIG. 5a,
since between every transmitter node and every receiving
antenna, an individual channel coefficient is effective, but
only a single channel parameter can be considered during
transmission. But in the case of FIG. 55, it also holds true that
the processing unit 66 can also be arranged at a different
location within the signal chain between the receiving anten-
nas and the output of the function receiver 32. In the case of
FIG. 54, for example, the selection of the arrangement of the
processing unit 66 within the signal chain can also depend on
which desired function is to be calculated. It should be noted
that first the sum across the receive energy at every antenna is
formed, and subsequently the post-processings, definition
range readaptations, etc. are applied. The channel estimator
90 determines in the channel estimation phases information
on statistical parameters of the channel, such as o>+l or
Zn,k,m((onk(’"))2+lpwk(’")I2), as will be discussed below, and
remembers this information in order to use the same in the
intermediate normal operating phases.
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Thus, in the case of FIG. 5a-c, the function transmitters and
function receiver differ both in the type according to FIG. 556
and in the type according to FIG. 5¢, wherein in contrast to the
embodiment of FIG. 54, the processing unit 66 is arranged
between the output 62 and the definition range readapter 72,
for example between two modes or phases, namely the chan-
nel estimation node where the function transmitters transmit
with constant energy 0,(R,)=1,k=1,. .., K, while the channel
estimator 90 of the receiver 32 is charged with the respective
estimation corresponding to the switch setting “1”” in FIG. 55
and FIG. 5¢. During normal operation, the function transmit-
ters 30 transmit their preprocessed measurement value infor-
mation, while the receiver 32 or the distorter 82 weighs the
receive energy with the inverse of the content of the CSI box,
such as (O™ OF (2 (0, P4l IR
which corresponds to the switch setting “0” in FIGS. 56 and
5c.

The rest of the structure of system 88 of FIG. 5a-c is
identical to the one described with reference to FIG. 4a-c,
which is why a detailed discussion will be omitted, and rather
several simulation results and a mathematical illustration of
the underlying ideas of the above embodiments will be dis-
cussed.

The above embodiments showed options how, for example,
a wireless sensor network or any other network can be
regarded as a collection of sensor or transmitting nodes moni-
toring or reading out specific information sources, processing
data collected in that way and transmitting the same to a sink
orreceiving node, with the aim of calculating a function of the
measurement values or values obtained in a different way at
the receiving node. For that purpose, in contrast to the solu-
tion described in the introductory part of the description,
which uses underlying fading or wakening multiple-access
channel with complete estimation of the channel state infor-
mation, in the following referred to as a full CSI (Channel
State Information), the problem is addressed that the channel
estimation effort is to be reduced. In the following, an expla-
nation will be given that it is possible to use less channel state
information, such as at the sensor nodes, for effectively
obtaining good estimations. The following proof will show,
for example, that no performance loss is effected, indepen-
dent of the fading distributions, when instead of perfect or
complex-valued channel state information, every sensor node
is only provided with the magnitude of a respective channel
influence, such as channel coefficient. It will also be shown
that in the case of specific independently distributed fading
environments, and in particular in the case of several antenna
elements at the receiving node, knowledge of channel state
information at the sensor nodes is not necessitated, and a very
simple and still very effective correction of fading effects can
be performed on the receiving side, based on specific statis-
tical channel knowledge which will be discussed in more
detail below. In some cases, fading improves the estimation
accuracy due to the multiple-access nature of the underlying
channel.

A basic assumption in the articles mentioned in the intro-
ductory part of the description of the present application was,
as stated above, perfect knowledge of complex-valued chan-
nel state information at the sensor nodes prior to transmis-
sions, which will be referred to below as “full CSI”, such that
every node was able to perfectly invert its own channel to the
receiving node or to perform perfect pre-distortion. In the
following, first, the adverse effect of the resulting function
result value at the receiving node due to fading will be ana-
lyzed and the question how much channel state information is
necessitated at all at the sensor nodes or the receiving nodes
will be addressed. It will be shown that independent of the
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fading distributions the magnitude of the channel coefficients
is sufficient to perform estimation without performance
losses compared to full CSI. This alleviated variation of chan-
nel estimation is referred to as “modulus CSI”, wherein here
modulus means “magnitude”. Above that, it will be shown
that for specific independently distributed fading environ-
ments, channel estimation information at the sensor nodes is
not necessitated at all, and the fading effects can be corrected
by using the second order statistical channel knowledge on
the receiving side. Consequently, the results substantiate
what has already been used in the above embodiments,
namely that the magnitude of channel knowledge at the nodes
can be significantly reduced compared to perfect channel
knowledge, even without performance losses, which is
equivalent to reduced complexity and much higher energy
efficiency of the overall network.

In advance, it should be noted that in the following (*)is a
transpose, (*)” a Hermitian transpose and (*)* the complex
conjugate of the respective bracket expression. The real and
complex-valued proportion of normal distributions with aver-

age or mean p and variance o will be described by N , (i,

%), N A, 0®) and @ denotes the direct sum of the respective
matrixes.

In the following, a wireless sensor network will be
described as an example for one of the possible systems, in
which the above embodiments can be used, and this sensor
network consists of KeN identical spatially distributed
single-antenna sensor nodes and one designated receiving
node equipped with nzeN antenna elements. This sensor net-
work forms, exemplarily for other possible networks, the
basis of the following considerations.

Let an appropriate probability space (Q, A, ) be given,
with sample space €2, o-Algebra A and probability measure

P over which all appearing random variables and stochastic
processes are defined. Every sensor node has the object to
observe a specific physical phenomenon, such as temperature
or pressure or the same, and these observations will be mod-
eled below as time-discrete stochastical processes X, (t)ey,
k=1, ..., K, teZ, over time t, wherein ¥=[X,,;,., X,uax] SR
denotes the physical measurement range, i.e. the range in
which measurement results from the physical phenomenon
observations lie. Finally, without limiting the generality, it is
assumed that the sensor readings or sensor values x(t):=(X,
), ..., Xx()%exX are independent and identically distrib-
uted, which will be abbreviated below by “i.d.d.”, i.e. like in
a scenario where the sensors observe identical values, subject
to i.d.d. observation noise.

With these specifications, the most important building
blocks for the following considerations will be defined in a
precise form.

Definition 1 (SIMO-WS-MAC)

Let x(tex”, teZ, be the sensed data, neN the number of
receiving antennas of the receiving node and let sensor nodes
be restricted to a peak power constraint of P, €R, ,. Addi-
tionally, let H, .(t), n=1, . . . , ng; k=1, . . ., K be a complex-
valued flat fading process between the kth sensor and the nth
receiving antenna element, and N, (t), n=1, . . . n the time-
discrete stationary receiver noise process at antenna element
n. Further, it is assumed that the data, the fading and the noise
are mutually independent. When this is the case, the vector-
valued map

&) XD (1), ... . T 0)eC™, X, ()=

% BH (OX.0O+N,On=1, ..., Hgs 1)
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Is referred to as the SIMO-Wireless Sensor Multiple-Access
Channel (SIMO-WS-MAC). For ng=1, this channel is simply
referred to as WS-MAC.

The SIMO-WS-MAC is a collection of K SIMO-links
sharing the common radio interface per multiple-access.
Equation 1 provides the mathematical characteristic of the
WS-MAC, namely summation, which can be explicitly used
for desired function computation, if there is a match between
the desired function and the underlying multiple-access chan-
nel.

Definition 2 (Desired Function)

F, is the set of desired functions f: XK—>R of measured
sensor data.

Definition 3 (Pre-Processing Functions)

The functions ¢, x—R, k=1, . . ., K are defined, which
operate on the sensed data X,(t)ey as the pre-processing
functions.

Definition 4 (Post-Processing Function)

Let Y(t)eC be the output signal of the WS-MAC. Then, the
injective function 1: R—R, operating on Y(t) defines the
post-processing function.

Remark 1

The pre and post-processing functions, which obviously
depend on the desired function, transform the WS-MAC in
such a way that the resulting mathematical characteristic of
the overall channel matches the characteristic of the desired
function. In the case of geometric average or mean as the
desired function (cf. Example 1), for example, the overall
channel is a multiplicative multiple-access channel. There-
fore, theoretically, the set of desired functions has the

form 7y, ={Fx(O)IFxO)=pEppXiO)}-
Example 1

(1) Arithmetic average:

1 K
Fa@)= 2> Xl
k=1

with pre-processing functions ¢,(X,.(0)=¢p(X,(1))=X,(1),
k=1, ..., K and post-processing functions

1
Y¥m) = LY.
(i1) Geometric average:

1

K K
S) = []_[ X (z)] :

k=1

X, (1)>0 Vk,t with the pre-processing functions ¢,(X,(t))=¢
X, (DH)=log,(X,(1) Yk.t, and a post-processing function

YD) = k),

wherein a is an arbitrary base.
The arising problem which will be analyzed below is the

following: How can the elements of J, be computed in an
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energy-efficient and reliable way by using the SIMO-WS-
MAC, with a minimum magnitude of necessitated channel
knowledge?

Since a precise symbol- and phase synchronization as
described in the approach of Nazer und Gastpar in the intro-
ductory part of the description of the present application, is
hard to obtain in reality and in particular for large sensor
networks, in the following, the approach is considered
according to which, for function value transmission at a time
t, every sensor node generates a complex-valued transmit
sequence of the length MeN with unit norm, such that for
example for the kth sensor, s,(1)=(S;, (1), . . . , S;,.(1)7eC¥,
k=1, ..., K and Is,|,>Vk. The preprocessed sensor informa-
tion ¢(X,(1)) is then used as transmit energy for the generated
sequence s,(t) Vk. Since the transmit powers are positive real
numbers, it has to be ensured that ¢,(X,(t))=0 Vk,t. Conse-
quently, we change the domains of ¢, by a bijective function

gy— R, i.e. Ry(1):=g(X,(t)), which depends on ¢ such that

R is the new domain fulfilling the requirement for all k, t.
For more details, reference is made to the paper by Golden-
baum, Stanczak und Kaliszan stated in the introductory part
of the description of the present application.

For simplicity reasons—but without restricting the gener-
ality—yperfect block synchronization is assumed in the fol-
lowing, although this is not necessitated as has already been
described with reference to FIG. 4. By that assumption, how-
ever, the mth output symbol of the SIMO-WS-MAC at
antenna n can be written as

@
Yo (1)

K
= > HEP O @ (Re(®) Sin®) + Nom(0),
k=1

n=l,...,n,; m=1, ..., M. Here, it should be noted that the
synchronization assumption is already not necessitated since
the described approach is relatively robust against imperfec-
tions in block synchronization. The constant a>0, which has
also already been mentioned with reference to FIGS. 4 and 5,
ensures transmit power constraints, i.e.

wpRe(0) _

U= —— = Poax,

while

)

1
Nnm(z)~Nc(o, -

Vu,mr
with independent real and imaginary parts each with variance

1
TR

describes the receiver noise on the nth antenna and for the mth
symbol. The channel output signals are combined in the
matrix Y(t)=(Y,,,,(1)eC"®*, the channel coefficients in a
sequence of M matrices H,,(t)=(H,,, " (1))eC"** the K trans-
mit sequences in a matrix S(t):=(s,(t), . . . , sx(1))"eC¥** the
additive noise terms in N(t):(Nnm(t))eC"R"M and the K trans-
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mit powers in the diagonal matrix F(t):=diag(®,(v), . . . ,
@ (1))eR, X, wherein @ (1):=/ag (R D), k=1, ..., K, such
that all receive signals (2) can be captured in a vector equation

M 3)
vec(Y(D) = (@Hm(t)]vec(F(t)S(t)) + vec(N(1)).

m=1

If further §(t):=vec(Y(t))eC™™,
fi:=vec(N(1)eC"®, and

§(t):=vec(F(t)S(t))eCM~,

H@ 0 0 0 (€3]

_ M 0 H@» 0 0
@) = @ Ha(0 = L
-~ : o
0 0 0 Hy®
wherein 1 is an element of CM"®*MK equation (3) reduces to

FO=H O30 ®

In the following, explicit designation of the measurement
time instance t is omitted.

For obtaining the desired function value of Equation (5),

first, the receive sum energy, i.e, the sum over all antennas and
symbols, is calculated, i.e.

©

R

2,

n=lm

K

2
DIHD e (RO +
k=

1=

RS

Wy =

ZAMH F.S)+ ZA“H F.S,N)+ ZAgn(N)

n=1

followed by simple computations comprising an application
of ¢, g~!. The error terms in Equation (6) are

M K K @
AL F,S)= 3 3 S () H 001t S
m=14k=1 =1
1+k
MK )
A2,(H.F, 5, N) ZZZQkRe{H,‘,T)SkmN;m}
m=1 k=1
)

M
Asp(N) = ) INuml?s

m=1

which will be summarized below to the overall error sum-
mand
AHESN)=E,,

"R(Al,n"'Az;."'As,l)- (10)

An adequate generation of sequences s;, k=1, ., K
simultaneously reducing the error terms A, A, | a matter of
sequence design, i.e. a question of generating suitable
sequences which will not be considered further below but
would obviously be possible. The possibility used below is to
choose the elements of s, (t) in such a manner that the same act
like uncorrelated noise, such thatA, , A, , disappear on aver-
age. Therefore, the nodes generate for any m=1, . . . , M the
sequence elements S, (1)=M""2e"®=®_je,
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1 . .
Se0) = (St @, . L S (@) = W(ef@kl‘”, e @O g

wherein i*=1 and @, (1) is i. i. d. uniformly distributed in
[0,2) Vk,m,t.

In the following, the impact of fading effects on the com-
putation of functions over a WS-MAC is analyzed, using the
scheme which has just been described above. In this context,
different assumptions regarding the channel knowledge at
sensor nodes and the receiving node are made. Above that,
considering multiple antennas at the receiver is legitimized by
showing that in specific fading environments, multiple anten-
nas improve the function reconstruction quality and above
that enormously reduce channel estimation effort, wherein,
on the other hand, it should be noted that in the following
channel estimation errors are exempt from the considerations.

First, the special case nz=1 is considered. The behavior of
the WS-MAC (cf. definition 1) has the effect that no kind of
instantaneous channel knowledge at the receiver side can be
used to correct fading effects, since the receiving node merely
has access to a noisy linear combination of (2) but no access
to any individual term in the sum. Therefore, in the approach
as mentioned in the introductory part of the present applica-
tion, it has been assumed that the “complex” channel coeffi-
cients are estimated at sensor nodes to invert the channel prior
to transmission, which is currently referred to as “Full CSI”
and could be performed, for example in that the sink node
initiates function value transmissions by pilot sequences.
According to Full CSI, the kth sensor transmits k=1, . . . , K,
Vo (RDS,,/H, . ¥m, IH,, >0, which will serve as a
benchmark for the embodiments below, according to which
less channel state information is used. Here, however, it
should be noted that by careful selection of a factor a>0 it
should be ensured that

g, (R (1)
oz = Pran
MIH'|

in order to satisfy transmit power constraints on nodes.

The approach of setting the transmit energy of the random
sequences equal to the processed sensor data has the advan-
tage that the first summand in the Equation (6), i.e.

o 2
37 2 oo,

nmk

which is the term of interest in the entire receive energy, is
merely affected by the “squared modulus™ of the instanta-
neous channel coefficients. Consequently, the questions
arises: is an estimation of the complex channel coefficients,
which would require sensitive phase estimation, necessary on
the sensor nodes or is it sufficient to estimate merely the
absolute values of the channel coefficients, which is referred
to as “Modulus-CSI” below? This would obviously be an
improvement with respect to channel estimation effort and
channel estimation accuracy, and it will be shown in the
following that these advantages can actually be obtained by
Modulus-CSI.

The fact that the entire error term (10) comprises the expec-
tation value 0,7, is essential for the case of perfect channel
inversion, since it can be easily shown that A, |, A, | have an
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average or a central tendency of zero and I {A; ; }=0,7. This
is necessitated to formulate an unbiasesd estimator ¥ for the
desired function f at the receiver based on Equation (6), since
0,7~ is known for the sink or the receiver and can be simply
subtracted (cf. 66 in FIGS. 4b,¢ and 5b,c). However, the
question arises whether such an estimator is also unbiased for
the case of Modulus-CSlI, i.e. for the case that the kth sensor
transmits Vo RS,/ 1H, instead of
Vo R)S;,./H, .. To answer this question, errorterms A, ;
(7)and A, , (8) have to be analyzed, which depend on channel
coefficients. It is obvious that [E {A,}=0, since the zero
average noise terms N, ,,, m=1, . . . , M are independent of
sensor readings and fading. Forthe case of It {A, , } this is not
immediately clear, so that it will have to be proven below.

Proposition 1

Let H,,"”, 1H,,"1>0 be the random complex channel
coefficient between the kth sensor node and the receiver at the
receive symbol m. Then, without any performance losses,
channels can be corrected by the magnitude IH, | prior to
transmissions Yk, m, independent of the fading distributions.

To prove this proposition, the following lemma is useful.

Lemma 1

Let A,B be real independent random variables. If one of
both is uniformly distributed in [0,27), then the reduced sum
C=(A+B)mod 2mrtis also uniformly distributed in [0,271), inde-
pendent of the distribution of the other random variables.

The proof of Lemma 1 can be easily provided, but is omit-
ted here. The proof of Proposition 1 can be provided as
follows. If the complex fading coefficients are written
between the kth sensor k=1, . . ., K, and the sink node at
symbolm, m=1, ..., M, inpolar form, Hlk(’"):IHlk(’")IeiA‘k(m),
wherein A, is the corresponding random phase, then, by
using Modulus-CSI, Equation (7) can be written as

K 1 M (1D

0,0, COS[{\({?) - AR+ Ot — O |-

=2 k=1 m=1

It is not surprising that the absolute values of channel
coefficients are eliminated, but the random phases of fading
coefficients still influence the function value quality. Let
7.0 =AAN A0, C L =c0s(7, ) and addition-
ally, it should be noted that the Z, random variables
reduced mod 2.

A sufficient condition for E {A, ,}=0 is E{C,"™}=0V1,
k,m, which should be valid for any distributions of phase
differences AA ™.

Since, according to Lemma 1, ,,,, ©,,, are independent
and identically distributed in [0,27t) Vm k,1=k, the differences
AO,,™ are also identically distributed in [0,2r). Moreover,
A0, and AA,“™ in Equation (11) are stochastically inde-
pendent Vm k 1=k, and a repeated application of Lemma 1
shows that all Z,% are identically distributed in [0,27).
Therefore, E {C,"}=0, ¥mxk,l=k, since the densities of
cosinus functions with random arguments identically distrib-
uted in [0,27) are symmetric around zero, which can be
proven by a common random variable transformation.
Finally, it follows that E{A, }=0 from the linearity of
expextation value operator and the independence between
C,." and the sensor readings.

The above statements show that a reduced channel estima-
tion on the transmitter side considering merely the magnitude
of'the complex channel influence is possible without losses in
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function result accuracy but with huge savings in channel
estimation effort or accuracy gain in channel estimation to be
performed.

In the following, it is shown that in the case of independent
fading distributions no channel knowledge on sensor nodes is
necessitated if the sensor node has some statistical knowledge
about fading coefficients. Correlated fading will not be dis-
cussed in more detail, but even with correlated fading, Modu-
Ius-CSI or No-CS], as the case of a missing channel estima-
tion on the side of the transmitter is referred to below, would

be possible. In other words, when merely elements /7, with
the characteristic ¢,= . . . =¢p=¢ are considered, such that
apart from the mapped i. i. d. sensor readings R,=g(X,) also
the pre-processed sensor data ¢(R,) are i. i. d, the averaging
behavior of the SIMO-WS-MAC itself contributes to dra-
matically reduce channel estimations effort.

It is assumed that the fading coefficients are constant dur-
ing transmission of any sequence of the length M. For the
specialcase of block fading, the direct sum in Equation (4) is
reduced to the Kronecker product H=I M®H, wherein
HeC™®X applies and 1, is the MxM identity matrix. Further,
it is assumed that the fading elements H, , of H, which are now
independent of m, are independent and identically distributed
random variables with finite first absolute moments
B{H,,}=E{H, .} =1y, Re{un}, Im{u,,} <o, and finite variance
Var{H,,}=Var{H,,}=0,°>0. Then, the mathematical char-
acteristic of the SIMO-WS-MAC can be explicitly used by
the sink node to correct fading effects in the first term of
Equation (6), which significantly reduces the channel estima-
tion effort compared both to Full and Modulus-CSI.

Proposition 2

Let the first absolute moment of IH,,I* ¢(R,) and the
expected value E {¢(R,)} exist, and additionally, let K,n, be
sufficiently large. Then, if 0,,% and p,, are known to the receiv-
ing node, the performance losses due to the lack of CSI at the
transmitting node is arbitrarily small, provided that Equation
(6) is divided by o +lul* at the receiving node (cf. 82 in
FIGS. 5b,¢).

Corollary 1

For the case o,”+11,,°=1 and n,K sufficiently large, no
channel correction is necessitated.

Remark 2

Proposition 2 and Corollary 1 merely represent results for
the behavior of the first term in Equation (6), which is the term
of interest, and do not express anything about the behavior of
errorterms A, . A, ,n=1, ..., n,.If, for example, determin-
istic components exist in the channel statistics, i.e. E{Re
{H,,"}}=0 and/or E{Im{H,,"™}}=0, it can be shown by
simple computations that T {A,,}, E{A,,}=0 Vn still
holds, independent of fading distributions, such that no sys-
tematic error occurs.

The above results show that for independent and identi-
cally distributed (i.i.d.) fading coefficients which are constant
for a specific predetermined channel realization over time,
channel state information at the sensor nodes is not manda-
tory, and that fading effects on the receiving side can be
corrected by some second order statistical knowledge. Above
that, the number n, of receiving antenna elements affects the
rate of convergence in the law of large numbers due to the fact
that the averaging includes J=n K summands. Consequently,
n,=2 already generates a significant power gain (cf. Example
2).

Remark 3

It should be noted that Proposition 2 gives an indication for
an adequate estimation of o, +lp.,1* which is necessitated for
a receiving node, such as during network initializations or
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channel estimation phases. For example, during such a net-
work initialization phase, all transmitting nodes transmit
¢(R,)=1 for large enough number M, such that the receiving
node immediately receives a sufficient estimation of the abso-
lute second moment.

In the immediately preceding discussion, the fading coef-
ficients were constant for a frame of M symbols, such that the
first term in Equation (6) was constrained to a double sum
across antennas n and sensors k. Now, in the following,
another extreme will be considered, where fading is not only
independent and identically distributed (i.i.d.) over sensors
and antennas, but also independent and identically distributed
over time, as it is the case in a fast fading situation. Compared
to the block fading scenario, the first triple sum in Equation
(6) has, for this case, J=nzKM independent and identically
distributed summands. Consequently, Proposition 2 can be
applied again, wherein, however, the rate of convergence is
increased by a factor M, such that in the context of function
computation, a fast fading situation is even advantageous.

Example 2
Numerical Example

Here, for example, the widespread special case of uncor-

related Rician fading is considered: H ™~ A . (0.5, 0.75)
Vn,k,m. Assume the network example consists of K=25
nodes having a sequence length of M=15. The sensor read-
ings are independent and identically distributed in =[2,14],
the desired function is “arithmetic average”, 0,°=1 and the

performance measure is P (IE|z€), with €0, i.e. the prob-
ability that the relative estimation error |El:=I(f-f)If| is
greater than or equal to €. A comparison of block fading and
the ii.d. case for nz=2.4 by Monte-Carlo simulations is
shown in FIG. 6.

FIGS. 6 and 7 illustrate the large potential of the idea of
no-CSI based on simulation results. As performance measure

for the comparisons, the probability P (IEl=z¢) that the mag-
nitude of the relative function estimation error, i.e.

~ f—f‘
'E"‘ 7

is greater than or equal to €>0 has been chosen. A Rice fading
scenario has been assumed in that o> +p,1>=1 is fulfilled.
The curves for two differently sized sensor networks (K=250
nodes and K=25 nodes) show that by adding only a single
antenna at the receiving node (n;=2) the estimation quality is
already better as if the channel would be completely and
perfectly known on every node.

Thus, FIGS. 6 and 7 show a comparison between the case
of existing perfect channel information on the sensor node in
the case of using a receiving antenna (full CSI) to the case of
no channel information on sensor nodes with n,=2.4 receiv-
ing antennas, in an uncorrelated Rice Block Fading and Rice
i.i.d. Fading Scenario.

The assumption that the fading coefficients are statistically
independent and identically distributed can be weakened. If
the coefficients are statistically independent but not identi-
cally distributed with averages p.,, and variances o, it is
sufficient, when ng,K are sufficiently large, to correct the
influence of the channels by division by 2,_"*> _ 3, *
(0, +1u,,,™1?) at the receiver, which is performed, as
described above, in module 82 in FIG. 5.
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Finally, there is the question how oz +lu,l> or
s M K0, )+, P1%) can be provided to
the receiving node? Since it can be assumed that these long-
term statistics of'a channel only change very slowly over time,
the sensor nodes transmit, for example, at specific intervals—
in the above-mentioned channel estimation phases—a
sequence of the length ¢-M, with ¢>1 integer and sufficiently
large and the transmit power a¢,(R,)=1. Then, the receiving
node immediately receives an estimation of the desired sta-
tistical moments.

Here, it should be explicitly noted that the described
embodiments are not limited to independent fading environ-
ments. To a certain extent, the individual channel coefficients
can also be correlated to each other, which does not affect the
applicability of the methods.

The above-described embodiments can, as should be
emphasized, do without a special protocol structure as it is
mandatory in the solutions described in the introductory part
of the description. At least, the protocol structure is signifi-
cantly simpler if the same has to be used. Thus, the above
embodiments provide a large degree of energy efficiency,
have very low complexity, do not need significant synchroni-
zation effort, necessitate no analog/digital conversion of mea-
surement data, are very robust and easy to implement in
practice. However, the most decisive advantage of the above-
described embodiments is the greatly reduced effort for chan-
nel estimation at the individual sensor nodes. If the applica-
tion environment in the sense of radio connections even has
specific characteristics, some of the above-described embodi-
ments use the same for completely doing without channel
estimation on the transmitting side or even completely, which
results in immense resource savings in sensor networks, since
competing methods without respective channel estimation
would only be usable in a very limited manner or not at all.

Thus, the above embodiments can be used in a very large
number of different wireless sensor network applications
where reconstruction of measurement value information of
individual nodes is not of primary interest and the receiving
node is, instead, interested in a desired function of sensor
data. Additionally, usage of the above-described embodi-
ments is suitable as module in clustered networks for com-
pressing measurement value information at a cluster head,
whereby the magnitude of information to be transmitted in
the overall network can be drastically reduced. Further, usage
for “physical network encoding” is possible, since the same
represents the special case of linear functions.

FIGS. 8a to 8f show a comparison of modulus CSI, here
also referred to as CoOMAC, with a primitive sensor network
where sensor values are transmitted by means of uncoded
TDMA. Here, uniform quantization of the “physical mea-
surement range” existed, namely [-55.125]° C. with Re{4,6,
8} bits. The measurement values X, were identically distrib-
uted in the interval 100 [2.14]° C. Yk. The sequence length M
was KxR. In other words, the same transmission time was
chosen for both function network schemes, i.e. modulus CSI
and separate variable value transmission with TDMA and
function computation. As an adequate SNR formulation, the
following was used, wherein all transmit energy costs for both
schemes were considered:

SNRTDMA =

2M
« expected value{py (Ry)}

R 0_2 =>SNRsp = 1010g10(SNRTDMA)
UN
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As a performance measure, the absolute value of the relative
error was used, i.e.

_ f—f‘
|E|._‘—f .

In summary, it can be stated regarding the embodiments
that it is possible to use, by these embodiments, channel
superpositions in a wireless MAC to calculate desired func-
tions, wherein pre-processing and post-processing functions
can extend the natural mathematical characteristic of the
wireless MAC, such that, apart from “addition”, also the
arithmetic operation “multiplication” and more are possible.
A symbol-wise approach necessitating a symbol-accurate
synchronization is not necessitated in the above-described
embodiments. The embodiments encoded the measured
information as transmit powers of random phase sequences,
so that no precise synchronization was necessitated. The pro-
tocol effort is also low. All in all, a drastic reduction of
channel estimation effort results.

Returning to FIGS. 4a-¢ and FIGS. 5a-c, the above state-
ments showed that blocks 44, 46, 48 and 50 mapped the
respective function variable value to be transmitted at the
input 42 by matching the definition range to that definition
range necessitated for encoding as transmit power and by
matching or ensuring the compliance with the transmit power
limit to an amplitude value, which is then used as the ampli-
tude for the respective symbol sequence, which is simulta-
neously passed on to the other function transmitters on the
multiple-access channel 31 in an amplitude-modulated man-
ner. In the case of FIGS. 4a-c, pre-distortion will be per-
formed with the inverse of the magnitude of the complex
channel influence at the amplitude-setting value. At every
receiving antenna, sum superposition of the symbol
sequences results, whose squared modulus integrated over
the length of the function sequences has an expectance value
which, according to the embodiment of FIGS. 4a-c, has to be
merely subtractively corrected by the respective receiver
noise in module 66. According to the embodiment of FIGS.
5a-c, before, by dividing the receive power by the sum of
squares of average and variance of the channel influence or
the sum of the second moments of the individual channel
influences for the individual distances between the receiving
antennas on the one side and the transmitters on the other side,
as it results by estimation from the reception of a superposi-
tion of constant power signals at the respective receiving
antenna and particularly from an evaluation of the summed-
up receive powers at the individual receiving antennas which
are transmitted by the function transmitters, channel distor-
tion is performed. Modules 72, 70 and 68 provide merely for
the retransformation of the receive power value into the func-
tion variable definition range domain. Here, it should particu-
larly be noted that all the components between input 42 and
output 54 or input 34, and output 62 can be implemented
analogously, i.e. in analog circuit technology.

It should be noted that in the above embodiments, the
respective system description, for example in FIGS. 4a-5¢,
was in the complex baseband, which is why components of
function receiver and function variable transmitter effecting
the transition from carrier signal domain into complex base-
band, such as demodulators, modulators, mixers, etc., are not
explicitly stated, but are obviously part of the respective sys-
tem, such as at the transmitter output or receiver input, and
which is why particularly the occurring channel, noise and
receiving quantities used in the above description are com-



US 9,232,407 B2

31

plex-valued. For example, a modulator can exist at the output
of the respective function variable transmitter between
antenna 36, and symbol generator 54, for modulating real
part and imaginary part of the complex symbols to vibration
signals of the same carrier frequency respectively offset by
90°, and for subsequently mixing the latter for obtaining the
modulated carrier signal and a respective demodulator, such
as an [/Q demodulator, for example, can exist at the input of
the function receiver between the antenna 34,, and the power
determiner 64.

Although some aspects have been described in the context
of'an apparatus, it is obvious that these aspects also represent
a description of the respective method, so that a block or a
device of an apparatus can also be seen as a respective method
step or feature of a method step. Analogously, aspects
described in the context of or as a method step also represent
a description of a respective block or detail or feature of a
respective apparatus.

Depending on implementation requirements, embodi-
ments of the invention can be implemented in hardware or in
software. The implementation can be made by using a digital
memory medium, for example a floppy disc, a DVD, a Blu-
ray disc, a CD, an ROM, a PROM, an EPROM, an EEPROM
or a FLASH memory, a hard drive or any other magnetic or
optic memory having electronically readable control signals
stored thereon, which can cooperate or cooperate with a pro-
grammable computer system such that the respective method
is performed. Thus, the digital memory medium can be com-
puter-readable. Some embodiments according to the inven-
tion comprise a data carrier comprising electronically read-
able control signals that can cooperate with a programmable
computer system such that one of the methods described
herein is performed.

Generally, embodiments of the present invention can be
implemented as computer program product with program
code, wherein the program code is effective to perform one of
the methods when the computer program product runs on a
computer. The program code can, for example, also be stored
on a machine-readable carrier.

Other embodiments comprise the computer program for
performing one of the methods described herein, wherein the
computer program is stored on a machine-readable carrier.

In other words, an embodiment of the inventive method is
a computer program comprising a program code for perform-
ing one of the methods described herein when the computer
program runs on a computer. A further embodiment of the
inventive method is hence a data carrier (or a digital memory
medium or a computer-readable medium) on which the com-
puter program for performing one of the methods described
herein is stored.

A further embodiment of the inventive method is hence a
data stream or a sequence of signals representing the com-
puter program for performing one of the methods described
herein. The data stream or the sequence of signals can, for
example, be configured to be able to be transferred via a data
communication connection, for example via the internet.

A further embodiment comprises a processing means, for
example a computer or a programmable logic device config-
ured or adapted to perform one of the methods described
herein.

A further embodiment comprises a computer on which the
computer program for performing one of the methods
described herein is installed.

In some embodiments, a programmable logic device (for
example a field-programmable gate array, a FPGA) can be
used for performing some or all functionalities of the methods
described herein. In some embodiments, a field-program-
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mable gate array can cooperate with a microprocessor to
perform one of the methods described herein. Generally, in
some embodiments, the methods are performed by any hard-
ware apparatus. The same can be a universally usable hard-
ware such as a computer processor (CPU) or a hardware-
specific for the method, such as an ASIC.

While this invention has been described in terms of several
advantageous embodiments, there are alterations, permuta-
tions, and equivalents which fall within the scope of this
invention. It should also be noted that there are many alter-
native ways of implementing the methods and compositions
of the present invention. It is therefore intended that the
following appended claims be interpreted as including all
such alterations, permutations, and equivalents as fall within
the true spirit and scope of the present invention.

The invention claimed is:

1. A function receiver for determining a function result of
a plurality of function variable values from a plurality of
function variable value transmitters, comprising:

an antenna, wherein the function receiver is configured to
receive,
in a channel estimation phase, a first signal resulting

from a summation of constant power signals transmit-

ted from the plurality of function variable value trans-

mitters, the summation of the constant power signals

being based upon a sum characteristic of a wireless

multiple-access channel at the antenna of the function

receiver, wherein

the constant power signals are first sequences of sym-
bols,

for the plurality of function variable value transmit-
ters, a symbols’ phase varies differently and ran-
domly, pseudo-randomly, or deterministically with
uniform distribution, and a symbols’ magnitude is
the same for the plurality of function variable value
transmitters, and

for each of the plurality of function variable value
transmitters, the symbols of the first sequence of
symbols transmitted from the respective function
variable value transmitter are of same magnitude,
and,

in a normal operating phase, a second signal resulting

from a summation of a plurality of second sequences

of symbols transmitted from the plurality of function

variable value transmitters, the summation of the plu-

rality of second sequences of symbols being based

upon the sum characteristic of the wireless multiple-

access channel at the antenna of the function receiver,

wherein

for the plurality of function variable value transmit-
ters, a symbols’ phase varies differently and ran-
domly, pseudo-randomly, or deterministically with
uniform distribution, and

for each of the plurality of function variable value
transmitters, a symbols’ magnitude is the same for
the symbols of the second sequence of symbols
transmitted from the respective function variable
value transmitter in the normal operating phase and
depends on the respective function variable value
of the respective function variable value transmit-
ter, over the wireless multiple-access channel at the
antenna of the function receiver;

a channel estimator configured to detect a receive power of
the first signal during a time in which the first sequences
of symbols overlap to acquire a second order statistical
moment describing the wireless multiple-access chan-
nel based on the first signal; and
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a function result determiner configured to determine the
function result based on a receive power of the second
signal and the second order statistical moment,

wherein the channel estimator and the function result deter-
miner are implemented using a computer, a program-
mable logic circuit, or an integrated circuit.

2. The function receiver according to claim 1, wherein the
function receiver further comprises several antennas, and the
channel estimator is configured to detect a sum of receive
powers of the first signal at the several antennas to acquire the
second order statistical moment.

3. The function receiver according to claim 1, wherein the
function receiver further comprises several antennas and the
function result determiner is configured to acquire the func-
tion result based on a sum of the receive power of the second
multiple-access channel at the several antennas.

4. The function receiver according to claim 1, wherein the
function result determiner is configured to correct the receive
power of the second signal with an absolute second moment
of'a channel influence of the wireless multiple-access channel
by division.

5. A function variable value transmitter configured to trans-
mit a function variable value together with further function
variable values of other function variable value transmitters
over a wireless multiple-access channel to a function receiver,
and the function variable value transmitter comprising:

a channel estimator configured to estimate a magnitude of

a channel influence between the function variable value
transmitter and the function receiver from a pilot signal
transmitted by the function receiver; and
atransmitter configured to transmit a sequence of symbols,
wherein
a symbols’ phase varies randomly temporally, pseudo-
randomly temporally, or deterministically, with uni-
form distribution temporally, and

a symbols’ magnitude is the same for the symbols of the
sequence of symbols transmitted from the function
variable value transmitter and depends on the function
variable value of the function variable value transmit-
ter, wherein the transmitter is configured to transmit
the sequence of symbols

by pre-distorting the symbols in dependence on an
inverse of the magnitude of the channel influence, but
independent of a phase of the channel influence, and
such that a transmit power of the sequence of symbols
depends on the function variable value, and

in a temporally overlapping manner with respect to the
other function variable value transmitters so that,
according to a sum characteristic of the wireless mul-
tiple-access channel, a sum of the sequences of sym-
bols is receivable at an antenna of the function
receiver, and

wherein the channel estimator is implemented using a
computer, a programmable logic circuit, or an integrated
circuit.

6. The function variable value transmitters according to
claim 5, wherein the function variable value transmitters is
configured to detect a physical measurement value and to
provide the same as respective function variable value.

7. A system, comprising:

a plurality of function variable value transmitters, wherein
each of the plurality of function variable value transmit-
ters is configured to transmit a function variable value
together with further function variable values of other
function variable value transmitters over a wireless mul-
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tiple-access channel to a function receiver, wherein each
of the plurality of function variable value transmitters is
configured:
to transmit, in a channel estimation phase, in a tempo-
rally overlapping manner, a constant power signal,
wherein the constant power signal is a first sequence
of symbols, wherein
for the plurality of function variable value transmit-
ters, a symbols’ phase varies differently and ran-
domly, pseudo-randomly, or deterministically with
uniform distribution, and
a symbols’ magnitude is the same for the plurality of
function variable value transmitters,
for each of the plurality of function variable value
transmitters, the symbols are of same magnitude,
and
the symbols’ magnitude of the first sequence of sym-
bols is transmitted from the respective function
variable value transmitter so that, according to a
sum characteristic of the wireless multiple-access
channel, a sum ofthe constant power signals results
at an antenna of the function receiver, and,
to transmit, in a normal operating phase, a second
sequence of symbols, wherein
a symbols’ phase varies randomly temporally,
pseudo-randomly temporally, or deterministically,
with uniform distribution, temporally,
for each of the plurality of function variable value
transmitters, a symbols’ magnitude is the same for
the symbols of the second sequence of symbols
transmitted from the respective function variable
transmitter in the normal operating phase and
depends on the respective function variable value
of the respective function variable value transmit-
ter, without channel-dependent pre-distortion and
such that a transmit power of the second sequence
of symbols depends on the respective function vari-
able value, and
the second sequence of symbols is transmitted in a
temporally overlapping manner so that, according
to the sum characteristic of the wireless multiple-
access channel, a sum ofthe constant power signals
results at the antenna of the function receiver; and

a function receiver configured to determine a function
result of the plurality of function variable values from
the plurality of function variable value transmitters, the
function receiver including:

an antenna, wherein the function receiver is configured to
receive a first signal corresponding to a superposition of
constant power signals of the plurality of function vari-
able value transmitters over the wireless multiple-access
channel at the receiver, and a second signal correspond-
ing to a superposition of the plurality of second
sequences of symbols from the plurality of function
variable value transmitters;

a channel estimator configured to detect a receive power of
the first signal during a time in which the first sequences
of symbols overlap to acquire a second order statistical
moment describing the wireless multiple-access chan-
nel; and

a function result determiner configured to determine the
function result based on a receive power of the second
signal and the second order statistical moment,

wherein the channel estimator and the function result deter-
miner are implemented using a computer, a program-
mable logic circuit, or an integrated circuit.
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8. The system according to claim 7, wherein the plurality of
function variable value transmitters are configured to subject,
in the normal operating phase, the respective function vari-
able value to pre-processing followed by root extraction, to
acquire the magnitude of the symbols of the second sequence
of'symbols of the respective function variable value transmit-
ter, and the function result determiner of the function receiver
is configured to subject the receive power of the second signal
to post-processing, wherein the plurality of function variable
value transmitters and the function result determiner of the
function receiver are configured such that, independent of a
temporal modification of the wireless multiple-access chan-
nel and for all possible values that the function variable values
can assume, the function result represents a geometric or
arithmetic average of the function variable values.

9. A system, comprising:

a plurality of function variable value transmitters, wherein
each of the plurality of function variable value transmit-
ters is implemented to transmit a function variable value
together with further function variable values of other
function variable value transmitters over a wireless mul-
tiple-access channel to a function receiver, and includes:
a channel estimator configured to estimate a magnitude

of'achannel influence between the respective function

variable value transmitter and the function receiver

from a pilot signal transmitted by the function

receiver; and

a transmitter configured to transmit a sequence of sym-

bols, wherein

a symbols’ phase varies randomly temporally,
pseudo-randomly temporally, or deterministically,
with uniform distribution temporally, and

for each of the plurality of function variable transmit-
ters, a symbols’ magnitude is the same for the sym-
bols of the sequence of symbols transmitted from
the respective function variable value transmitter
and depends on the respective function variable
value of the respective function variable value
transmitter, by pre-distorting the symbols in depen-
dence on an inverse of the magnitude of the channel
influence, butindependent of a phase of the channel
influence, and such that a transmit power of the
sequence of symbols depends on the function vari-
able value, in a temporally overlapping manner so
that, according to a sum characteristic of the wire-
less multiple-access channel, a sum of the
sequences of symbols results at an antenna of the
function receiver; and

a function receiver configured to determine a function
result of the plurality of function variable values from
the plurality of function variable value transmitters, the
function receiver comprising:

an antenna, wherein the function receiver is configured to
receive a signal corresponding to a sum of the plurality
of sequences of symbols from the plurality of function
variable value transmitters over the wireless multiple-
access channel at the receiver; and

a function result determiner configured to determine the
function result based on a receive power of the signal;
and

a pilot transmitter configured to transmit the pilot signal,

wherein the channel estimator and the function result deter-
miner are implemented using a computer, a program-
mable logic circuit, or an integrated circuit.

10. The system according to claim 9, wherein the plurality

of function variable value transmitters are configured to sub-
ject the respective function variable value to pre-processing
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followed by root extraction and a multiplication with the
inverse of the magnitude of the channel influence between the
respective function variable value transmitter and the func-
tion receiver for pre-distorting the symbols of the sequence of
symbols of the respective function variable value transmitter,
to acquire the magnitude of the symbols of the sequence of
symbols of the respective function variable value transmitter,
and the function result determiner of the function receiver is
configured to subject the receive power of the signal to post-
processing, wherein the plurality of function variable value
transmitters and the function result determiner of the function
receiver are configured such that, independent of a temporal
modification of the wireless multiple-access channel and for
all possible values that the function variable values can
assume, the function result represents a geometric or arith-
metic average of the function variable values.

11. A method for determining a function result of a plural-
ity of function variable values from a plurality of function
variable value transmitters at a receiver, comprising:

receiving, in a channel estimation phase, a first signal

resulting from a summation of constant power signals
transmitted from the plurality of function variable value
transmitters, the summation of the constant power sig-
nals being based upon a sum characteristic of a wireless
multiple-access channel at an antenna of the function
receiver, wherein
the constant power signals are first sequences of sym-
bols,
for the plurality of function variable value transmitters, a
symbols’ phase varies differently and randomly,
pseudo-randomly, or deterministically with uniform
distribution, and a symbols’ magnitude is the same for
the plurality of function variable value transmitters,
and
for each of the plurality of function variable value trans-
mitters, the symbols of the first sequence of symbols
transmitted from the respective function variable
value transmitter are of same magnitude, and,
receiving, in a normal operating phase, a second signal
resulting from a summation of a plurality of second
sequences of symbols transmitted from the plurality of
function variable value transmitters, the summation of
the plurality of second sequences of symbols being
based upon the sum characteristic of the wireless mul-
tiple-access channel at the antenna of the function
receiver, wherein
for the plurality of function variable value transmitters, a
symbols’ phase varies differently and randomly,
pseudo-randomly, or deterministically with uniform
distribution, and
for each of the plurality of function value transmitters, a
symbols’ magnitude is the same for the symbols of the
second sequence of symbols transmitted from the
respective function variable value transmitters in the
normal operating phase and depends on the respective
function variable value of the respective function vari-
able value transmitter, over the wireless multiple-ac-
cess channel at the antenna of the function receiver;
detecting a receive power of the first signal during a time in
which the first sequences of symbols overlap to acquire
a second order statistical moment describing the wire-
less multiple-access channel based on the first signal;
and
determining the function result based on a receive power of
the second signal and the second order statistical
moment.
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12. A method for operating a plurality of function variable
value transmitters, wherein each of the plurality of function
variable value transmitters is implemented to transmit a func-
tion variable value together with further function variable
values of other function variable value transmitters over a
wireless multiple-access channel to a function receiver, com-
prising:

in a channel estimation phase, transmitting a constant

power signal, in a temporally overlapping manner from

every function variable value transmitter, so that the

constant power signal is a first sequence of symbols,

wherein

for the plurality of function variable value transmitters, a
symbols’ phase varies differently and randomly,
pseudo-randomly, or deterministically with uniform
distribution, and

a symbols’ magnitude is the same for the plurality of
function variable value transmitters, and

for each of the plurality of function variable value trans-
mitters, the symbols of the first sequence of symbols
transmitted from the respective function variable
value transmitter are of same magnitude so that,
according to a sum characteristic of the wireless mul-
tiple-access channel, a summation of the constant
power signals is receivable at an antenna of the func-
tion receiver; and

in a normal operating phase, transmitting a second

sequence of symbols, wherein

a symbols’ phase varies randomly temporally, pseudo-
randomly temporally, or deterministically, with uni-
form distribution, temporally, and

for each of the plurality of function variable value trans-
mitters, a symbols’ magnitude is the same for the
symbols of the second sequence of symbols transmit-
ted from the respective function variable value trans-
mitter in the normal operating phase and depends on
the respective function variable value of the respec-
tive function variable value transmitter, without chan-
nel-dependent pre-distortion, and such that a transmit
power of the second sequence of symbols depends on
the function variable value of the respective function
variable value transmitter, and in a temporally over-
lapping manner so that, according to the sum charac-
teristic of the wireless multiple-access channel, a sum
of the second sequences of symbols is receivable at
the antenna of the function receiver.

13. A method for operating a plurality of function variable
value transmitters, wherein each of the plurality of function
variable value transmitters is implemented to transmit a func-
tion variable value together with further function variable
values of other function variable value transmitters over a
wireless multiple-access channel to a function receiver, com-
prising:

estimating, at each function variable value transmitter of

the plurality of functional variable value transmitters, a
magnitude of'a channel influence between the respective
function variable value transmitter and the function
receiver from a pilot signal transmitted by the function
receiver; and

transmitting a sequence of symbols, wherein a symbols’

phase varies randomly temporally, pseudo-randomly
temporally, or deterministically, with uniform distribu-
tion temporally, and a symbols’ magnitude is the same
for the symbols of the sequence of symbols transmitted
from a respective function variable value transmitter and
depends on the respective function variable value of the
respective function variable value transmitter, by pre-
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distorting the symbols in dependence on an inverse of
the magnitude of the channel influence, but independent
of a phase of the channel influence, and such that a
transmit power of the sequence of symbols depends on
the function variable value, and in a temporally overlap-
ping manner so that, according to a sum characteristic of
the wireless multiple-access channel, a sum of the
sequences of symbols is receivable at an antenna of the
function receiver.

14. A non-transitory tangible computer-readable medium
including a computer program comprising a program code for
performing, when the program runs on a computer, the
method for operating a plurality of function variable value
transmitters, wherein each of the plurality of function vari-
able value transmitters is implemented to transmit a function
variable value together with further function variable values
of other function variable value transmitters over a wireless
multiple-access channel to a function receiver, the method
comprising:

in a channel estimation phase, transmitting a constant

power signal, in a temporally overlapping manner from

every function variable value transmitter, so that the

constant power signal is a first sequence of symbols,

wherein,

for the plurality of function variable value transmitters, a
symbols’ phase varies differently and randomly,
pseudo-randomly, or deterministically with uniform
distribution, and a symbols’ magnitude is the same for
the plurality of function variable value transmitters,
and

for each of the plurality of function variable value trans-
mitters, the symbols of the first sequence of symbols
transmitted from the respective function variable
value transmitter so that, according to a sum charac-
teristic of the wireless multiple-access channel, a sum
of the constant power signals is receivable at an
antenna of the function receiver; and

in a normal operating phase, transmitting a second

sequence of symbols, wherein

a symbols’ phase varies randomly temporally, pseudo-
randomly temporally, or deterministically, with uni-
form distribution, temporally, and

for each of the plurality of function variable value trans-
mitters, a symbols’ magnitude is the same for the
symbols of the second sequence of symbols transmit-
ted from the respective function variable value trans-
mitter in the normal operating phase and depends on
the respective function variable value of the respec-
tive function variable value transmitter, without chan-
nel-dependent pre-distortion, and such that a transmit
power of the second sequence of symbols depends on
the function variable value of the respective function
variable value transmitter, and in a temporally over-
lapping manner so that, according to the sum charac-
teristic of the wireless multiple-access channel, a sum
of the second sequences of symbols is receivable at
the antenna of the function receiver.

15. A non-transitory tangible computer-readable medium
including a computer program comprising a program code for
performing, when the program runs on a computer, the
method for operating a plurality of function variable value
transmitters, wherein each of the plurality of function vari-
able value transmitters is implemented to transmit a function
variable value together with further function variable values
of other function variable value transmitters over a wireless
multiple-access channel to a function receiver, the method
comprising:
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estimating, at each function variable value transmitter of
the plurality of functional variable value transmitters, a
magnitude of'a channel influence between the respective
function variable value transmitter and the function
receiver from a pilot signal transmitted by the function
receiver; and

transmitting a sequence of symbols, wherein

a symbols’ phase varies randomly temporally, pseudo-
randomly temporally, or deterministically, with uni-
form distribution temporally, and

a symbols’ magnitude is the same for the symbols of the
sequence of symbols transmitted from a respective
function variable value transmitter and depends on the
respective function variable value of the respective
function variable value transmitter, by pre-distorting
the symbols in dependence on an inverse of the mag-
nitude of the channel influence, but independent of a
phase of the channel influence, and such that a trans-
mit power of the sequence of symbols depends on the
function variable value, and in a temporally overlap-
ping manner so that, according to a sum characteristic
of the wireless multiple-access channel, a sum of the
sequences of symbols is receivable at an antenna of
the function receiver.

16. The function variable value transmitters according to
claim 5, wherein the function variable value transmitters is
configured to detect a physical measurement value and to
provide the same as the respective function variable value.
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